“And they cried, The Sword of the 
Lord, and of Gideon." Judges 7:20 
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O for a Faith That Will Not Shrink 


0 for a faith that will not shrink, 


Tho’ pressed by ev’ 


That will not tremble 


ry foe, 
on the brink 


Of any earthly woe! 


That will not murmur or complain 
Beneath the chastening rod, 
But, in the hour of grief or pain, 

Will lean upon its God; 


A faith that shines more bright and clear 
When tempests rage without; 

That seas of trouble cannot drown, 
Nor Satan's arts beguile; 


Lord, give us such a faith as this, 
And then, whate'er may come, 


We'll taste, e'en here, 


the hallowed bliss 


Of an eternal home. 
—William H. Bathurst, 1831 
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By Evangelist 4 
Hugh F. Pyle 


1721 South Gordon Street, 


“Then shali the kingdom 


bridegroom. And five of the 


slept. And at midnight there 


also the other virgins, saying 


Pe 


7 | separated 
,|Bridegroom. Hear that terrible 


Rev. Hugh F. Pyle 


S.W., Atlanta 10, Georgia 


of heaven be likened unto ten 


virgins, which took their lamps, and went forth to meet the 


m were wise, and five were 


foolish. They that were foolish took their lamps, and took no 
oil with them: But the wise took oil in their vessels with their 
lamps. While the bridegroom tarried, they all slumbered and 


was a cry made, Behold, the 


bridegroom cometh; go ye out to meet him. Then all those 
virgins arose, and tremmed their lamps, And the foolish said 
unto the wise, Give us of your ou; for our lamps are gone’ 
out. But the wise answered, saying, Not so; lest there be 
not enough for us and you: but go ye rather to them that 
sell, and buy for yourselves. And while they went to buy, 
the bridegroom came; and they that were ready went in with 
him to the marriage: and the door was shut. Afterward came 
, Lord, Lord, open to us. But 
he answered and said, Verily I say unto you, I know you not. 
Watch therefore, for ye know neither the day nor the hour 
wherein the Son of man cometh.’—Matt. 25 :1-13. 


SLAM! The door was shut. Five 
lovely young ladies had been shut 
out! See them there, forever lost— 
from the heavenly 


cry, “Lord, Lord, open to us!” 


'|Look at their hands now, bruised 


and bleeding from the frantic 
knocking, “Lord, open to us!” The 
cries are becoming more faint now. 
Doom seems to settle upon them 
in the post-midnight darkness. 

No, this is not an Edgar Allan 
Poe horror tale, This is a true 
picture of souls who miss Heaven. 

But why? Why were these five 
shut out? They (like millions of 
lost people today) were so sure 
they were all right. Why were five 
of the ten virgins saved and the 
other five lost? 


Jesus told about them—these | 


ten virgins, Here Christendom (as 
well as humanity) is divided into 


(Continued on page 10) 
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of the Metropolitan Tabernacle, London 
Preached in the open air at Hackney, England, to 12,000 people 


“And I say unto you, That many shall come from the 
east and west, and shall sit down with Abraham, and Isaac, 
and Jacob, in the kingdom of heaven. But the children of the 
kingdom shall be cast out into outer darkness: there shall be 
weeping and gnashing of teeth.”’—Matt. 8:11, 12. 


This is a land where plain 
speaking is allowed, and where the 
people are willing to afford a fair 
hearing to anyone who can tell 
them that which is worth their at- 
tention. Tonight I am quite cer- 
tain of an attentive audience, for 
I know you too well to suppose 


jotherwise. This field, as you are 


all aware, is private property; and 
I would just give a suggestion to 
those who go out in the open air 
to preach—that it is far better to 
get into a field, or a plot of unoc- 
cupied building-ground, than to 
block up the roads and stop busi- 
ness; it is moreover, far better to 
be somewhat under protection, so 
that we can at once prevent dis- 
turbance. 


Tonight, I shall, I hope, en- 
courage you to seek the road to 
Heaven. I shall also have to ut- 
ter some very sharp things con- 
cerning the end of the lost in the 
pit of Hell, Upon both these sub- 
jects I will try and speak, as God 
helps me. But, I beseech you, as 
you love your souls, weigh right 
and wrong this night; see whether 
what I say be the truth of 
God. If it be not, reject it utter- 
ly, and cast it away; but if it is, 
at your peril disregard it; for, 
as you shall answer before God, 
the great Judge of Heaven and 
earth, it will go ill with you if 
the words of His servant and of 
His Scripture be despised. 


My text has two parts. The first 
is very agreeable to my mind, and 
gives me pleasure; the second is 
terrible in the extreme; but, since 
they are both the truth, they must 
be preached. The first part of 
my text is, “I say unto you, That 


Charles H. Spurgeon 


many shall come from the east 
and west, and shall sit down with 
Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacob, 
in the kingdom of heaven.” The 
sentence which I call the black, 
dark, and threatening part is this 
—‘But thé children of the king- 
dom shall be east out into outer 
darkness: there shall be weeping 
and gnashing of teeth.” 


I. The Promise of Heaven 

Let us take the first part. Here 
is a most glorious promise. I will 
read it again: 


“Many shall come from the east 
and west, and shall sit down with 


Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacob, 
in the kingdom of heawen.” 


I like that text, because it tells 
me what Heaven is, and gives me 
a beautiful picture of it. It says, it 
is a place where I shall sit down 
with Abraham and Isaac and Ja- 
cob. 


l. A Land of Rest 


Oh! what a sweet thought that 
is for the working man! He often 
wipes the hot sweat from his face, 
and he wonders whether there is 
a land where he shall have to toil 
no longer. He scarcely ever eats 
a mouthful of bread that is not 
moistened with the sweat of his 
brow. Often he comes home weary, 
and flings himself upon his couch, 
perhaps too tired to sleep. He 
says, “Oh! is there no land where 

(Continued on page 7) 


“Dlease Dan't Let Me Down” 


By the 


Yes, March is Letter Month. We 
want every friend of THE SworD 
OF THE LorpD to write us this 
month. Send that order, that sub- 
scription, that gift, ask that Bi- 
ble question, or give us a word 
of thanks and encouragement. 
Tell us you pray for us. Write 
your letter. Won’t you do it now? 

What pathos there is in the 
letters that fail to come. 

A popular song emphasizes 
this. 


“Cindy, O Cindy! 

Please don’t let me down. 
Write me a letter soon, 

And I'll be homeward bound.”’ 


The sentimentality of popular 
songs is often questionable. But 
the heart-yearning for a _ letter 
from a loved one is genuine, and 
represents the heart cry of billions 
of people who do not hear from 
those they love. 

Some years ago another popular 
song was “No Letter Today?’ 
pointing to the disappointment and 
yearning experienced by those who 
do not get the expected letter from 
a loved one, 


The Letter the Sweetheart 
Never Received 


Years ago in England, I am told, 
a young man felt called to the 
foreign mission field. He was deep- 
ly in love with a beautiful Chris- 
tian girl. Should he ask her to 
go with him to face the hard- 
ships and dangers and loneliness 
of India? Should she leave the 


Write Us a Letter 


Editor 


healthy climate, the safe haven of 
home and loved ones with all the 
comforts and many luxuries to 
dwell amid the heat, the flies, the 
disease, the superstitions, the ig- 
norance of India? 

But he loved her devotedly. He 
hoped that she loved the Lord 
and him enough that she would 
be willing to spend her life and 
be spent in the saving of souls 
in that heathen land. So he wrote 
his beloved a letter. He was to 
sail at an appointed time. Before 
that, there was time for them to 
be married, if she felt as he did. 
Would she give herself to the 
Lord and to her beloved mission- 
ary sweetheart for this, noble 
work? If so, would she please 
write him at once? 

But the expected answer never 
came. He decided she was unwill- 
ing to face the hardships of the 
missionary life, and that she did 
not have the grace to tell him so 
frankly. Sadly he made his plans, 
and sailed to India alone. 


But the loving Christian girl 
had gladly accepted the young man 
she loved and had lovingly dedica- 
ted her life to the mission work. 
She wrote to tell her sweetheart 
so. He should come for her. They 
would be married and sail togeth- 


er to India. But the letter was 
never sent. Years later it was 
found in an old jacket of her 


brother who had been given the 
letter to mail. He had forgotten 


(Continued on page 12) 


“7S rier 


yy 


Page Two 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


Friday, March 22, 1957 


THE 


Notes 


by John R. Rice 


I am sure that you will be mov- 
ed to think of the 12,000 people 
who heard Charles H. Spurgeon 
in the open 
England, when he preached the 
sermon published in this issue of 
THE SworD OF THE LorpD. It was) 
a memorable occasion. Many turn- 
ed to the Lord. I hope that the ser- 


mon will have a like effect in 
print. Please see that lost people |: 
read it. 


Granddaughter Visits Editor 

For two days the editor has 
been host to his newest grand- 
daughter, little Carol Joy Sand- 
berg. Her father is Don Sandberg, 
her mother is Jessie Rice Sand- 
berg, formerly head of the art de- 
partment at the Sword. They came 
from Moline, Illinois, for two hap- 
py days and nights. 

Already little Carol Joy, three 
weeks old, has won the love of all 
the kinspeople. So greatly loved, 
so much ‘prayed for, we trust that 
she will be greatly used of God. 

Other grandchildren are Lloys 
Jean, Faith, Andy, and Johnny 
Himes, the four children of Char- 
les and Mary Lloys Rice Himes, 


and John Walter, and Ruth Eliza- | 


beth Handford, 
of Walter and 
ford. 

How late was little 
Joy Sandberg to be born into a 
devoted Christian home where 
prayer is commonplace and where 
serving Christ is the joyful, whole- 
hearted preoccupation of both 
father and mother! 


adopted children 
Libby Rice Hand- 


fortut Carol 


Dr. Bob Jones, Jr., 


Europe 


Preaching in 


Before you read these lines, 
Jones, Jr., will be flying to Europe 


ces there. It is a tremendous op- 
portunity and we pray 
ly bless. this brilliant 
cator 
power to our beloved sons abroad 


upon him? He leaves the tremen- 
dous work at Bob Jones University 
in safe hands while abroad. Dr. 
Bob Jones, Sr., and a 


staff will carry on. 
It is to be our pleasure, God 
willing, to speak at Bob Jones 


University on March 25 and 26. 


Special Friends Undertake Quota 
of 25 Subscriptions in Three 


fields near Sussex, | 


‘of from 


Bob | 
' gestions 
to preach to American armed for- | 


God to rich- 
and | 
distinguished soul winner and edu- | 
as he gives the Gospel in| 
.| Sword of the Lord, 
Will you’ pray for God’s blessings | 


wonderful 


longer than three months to get 
the 25 subscriptions, we will be 
patient and co-operate. 

This whole work depends largely 
on friends who will help us bear 
the responsibility of spreading THE 
SworpD OF THE Lorp. Here would be 
a good place to put part of the 
tithe and offerings which God has 
given. Surely here would be a 
good place for some sacrificial 
giving by Christians. You may 
either pay for subscriptions for 
‘others in this three-month period, 
or you may show copies of THE 
'Sworp OF THE LorpD to get others 
‘to subscribe. If you will undertake 
‘the quota of not less than 25 sub- 
scriptions within a limited time, 
you may have them at a rock- 
bottom price which we will offer 
when we hear from you. Will you 
'try it? Then write us at once, and 
tell us how many samples of THE 
SworD OF THE LORD and how many 
subscription envelopes you will 
need, and that you will undertake 


to send in at least 25 subscriptions | something 


at this special rock-bottom price. 
We will enclose some _ subscrip- 


! 
i 


| 


| 


Geological Ages 
And the Bible 


By the Editor 


Others may be interested in our answer to a young 


woman’s letter. 


Dear Miss E——. 

Let me thank you for your good 
letter. 

Now to answer your questions. 

1. “How close does the Bible tie 
in with early geological history?” 

ANSWER: We do not have any 
real “early geological history.” We 
have only more or less guesses by 
scientists. If we find the broken 
down remains of an old city, the 
archaeological relics are not the 
same as the history. We can guess 
about the geological 
history, but it is only a guess. 

The Bible is thoroughly reliable 


tion blanks for convenience. It iS|on every matter it speaks of. We 
not necessary to send all the sub-|m 


scriptions at one time. 

If you will be one of these spe- 
cial friends, 
THE SWORD OF THE LorpD, 214 West 
Wesley Street, Wheaton, Illinois, 
for further information, subscrip- 
tion blanks, sample copies, ete. 


Many Will Observe “Sword 
| Sunday” May 20 
| Pastors, evangelists, and other 
Christians who are friends of THE 
| Sworp OF THE LORD 
| Gospel of 


will be glad to have a “Sword 
Sunday.” It will only take a few 
minutes. We suggest that the day 


be marked as follows: 

1. The pastor or 
who is capable should make a talk 
three to five minutes 
about THE SWORD OF THE LORD, 
urging people to subscribe. If you 
wish, we will furnish a mimeo- 
graphed sheet of facts and sug- 
which may be used in 
this talk. 

2. Some capable, reliable per- 
son should be appointed to take 
subscriptions during one of the 
services on “Sword Sunday,” and 
send the subscriptions in to the 


3. Sample copies of THE Sworp 
‘should be given out free to each 
family represented at the services 
on “Sword Sunday.” 

For our part we will make a 
special subscription price for any 
‘church which will earnestly try to 
get subscriptions on this day and 
following this plan. 
as many 
‘if the 


pastor or other 


and of the} 
Christ and soul winning | 


i Gieg gh PhO ae P 


| 


science, 


may absolutely trust the Bible in 
in history, and in every- 


‘thing else. The only proven history 


will you please write | 


| 
' 


someone else | 


We will send | 
sample copies as neede d| you a check for one half of the 
reliable | 


there is fits in thoroughly with 
the Bible. The idea that it took 
millions of years to form this 
earth and lay the layers, the fos- 
sils, etc., is only a guess ‘by peo- 
ple who want to believe that ev- 
erything came by natural causes 
with no divine intervention, no 
world-wide flood, and so forth. 
They want to believe that man and 
beasts all came by themselves, 
developing through inherent forces 
by evolution. Actually, there is no 
proof of such a theory, but people 
who do not believe God would 
rather have a human and natural 
explanation than to believe 
Bible and put in God and miracles. 

2. “Is there reference in the 
Bible to the ancient beast dino- 
saur, mammoth, etc?” 

ANSWER: Yes, I think that the 
numerous references in the Bible 
to dragons have reference to dino- 


Address Mrs. Grace MacMullen, 
Sword of the Lord, 214 West Wes- 
ley Street, Wheaton, Illinois. 


She Remembered the SWORD in 
Her Will! 

The other day we received a 
letter from Burna, Kentucky, and 
a check for $233.40. 

Brother W. C. Loyd wrote as 
follows: 


“Dear Brother Rice: 
“As administrator of Mrs. Min- 
nie Edwards’ estate I am enclosing 


estate after all expenses were paid. 


Months | church leader cares to see that | If you recall, she told you in the 

' _. |thev are distributed. We will also| correspondence between you and 

Perhaps you would like to join furnish subscription envelopes for |her, that she had you in her will. 
a Boraber of Carsten ‘wag ore your convenience if requested. She would give my wife and me 


ws = or _— 
undertaking to send 25 subscrip- me 
: ia of time. 


Piease ahead 


tions at a special rock-bottom). * erg jd 
price within the next three W cihe. BOOB ll ie ee an | 
months. Please write us, and we | *©?Y© Sword Sunday” on May 
will send full information and sQh-lo —EooeEoEoEoaRaRamR—— Oo | 
scription blanks along with any Please Mention THE 8 SWORD} 
sample copies of THE Sworp or | OF THE LORD when answer- | 
subscription envelopes that you } ing advertisements. | 
may need. And if it Should take | 2p ce cece cette POOCCO. 
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and Publisher 


| your paper and always tell us what 


a blessing the paper was to 
her.’ 

We thank God for friends like 
'Mrs. Minnie Edwards. Her small 


estate after her burial was divid- 
ed between a Christian college and 
the Sword of the Lord. 

Many of you, now that you are 
thinking about it, ought to put 
the Sword of the Lord in your 
will, and make sure that what 
you leave will go to honor the 
Lord and get out the Gospel. Will 
you prayerfully consider that? 


A Sample Booklet Free 


Many read THE SWORD OF THE 
LorD who have not seen a copy of 
the little 24-page booklet, “What 
Must I Do to Be Saved?” We hope 
you will write for a free sample 
copy. Read it yourself, give it to 
some loved one who is not sure 
of the plan of salvation, or to 
some lost person who ought to be 
saved. And then we believe if 
you will see how simple and scrip- 
tural and helpful this booklet is, 
how clear it makes the whole mat- 
ter of being saved, how many 
questions it answers, you will want 
to give copies to loved ones and 
friends. 

Or better yet, why not order 
100 copies during Letter Month 
while you may get them at half 
price, Instead of $2.00 a hundred 
you may buy them during March 
for $1.00 per hundred, plus 15c 
postage and handling and wrap- 
ping charges. You can get some- 
body saved through these booklets 
if you prayerfully try. Write for 
one sample or order a hundred 
or more today, will you not? 


flood which caused the fossils, eta 
His books, Harth in Upheawal, 
Worlds in Chaos, etc., have made a 
tremendous impression on scien- 
tists. 

4. “Would it have been possible 
for the different geological ages 
to have happened before God pers 
formed His six days of labor upon 
the earth according to Genesis 1 
and 2?” 


ANSWER: I do not believe that 
it is possible to take the Bible 
literally and believe it to be word- 


the | 


for-word inspired, and believe that 
the different geological ages which 
are imagined by scientists took 
place before God performed His 
six days of labor. 

Some good Christian people be- 
lieve in theistic evolution, but they 
cannot take the Bible literally and 
believe that God did things by 
way of evolution. Some other very 
fundamental people believe that 
there may have been tremendous 
ages before and perhaps another 
creation which was destroyed be- 

I do not know of any Bible re-| fore God created the present world 
ference to mammoths as such. The | order—animals, plants, etc. I da 
truth is that the mammoth was a/not believe they are correct. This 
kind of elephant, not differing | idea was started by Pember, I 
greatly from present-day elephants | think, and some others, and is giv< 
except that they were somewhat len some approval in the Scofield 
larger and had hair. All the beasts | Reference Bible, but I do not think 
of which we have fossils could!it is correct. 
have lived up to the flood and the| Why try to fit the Bible to hus 
tremendous flood washing around | man guesses which are unproven? 
the world and covering all lands|Why not just let the scientists 
, as they do, and differ among 
the coal beds, the strata in the | themselves by hundreds of mil- 
rocks, etc. If you are interested,| lions of years in their guesses, 
I suggest you get the book, The | while Christians believe the Word 
Deluge Story in Stone, by M. T.|of God which has always proven 
Nelson, published by the Augs- itself to be correct? 
burg Press at Minneapolis. 5. “How can the prophecies of 

3. “What about the dates of ear- | Nostradamus be accounted for?” 
ly Egyptian history of 7,000 B.C.?}| ANSWER: I do not know, ex« 
Are they correct?” cept that Nostradamus was a good 

ANSWER: The dates of early 


person who saw _ developments 
Egyptian history are not definitely |coming and he imagined some of 
agreed upon. Some historians be-'| the things that would happen. Not 
lieve that the annals or records of all of the prophecies of Nostra- 
the dynasties in Egypt were con-|damus have been fulfilled, just 
current, that is, that they overlap, |as others have not been fulfilled, 
and that one record will give the | Lord Tennyson made some prophe- 
dynasty of kings in the Upper|cies, and so did others, part of 
Nile Valley and another record! which have come true. But there 
will give the dynasty of kings in|are no prophecies anywhere in 
the Lower Nile Valley. .Other/a class with the prophecies in the 
historians think that the dynasties | Bible, which have been fulfilled sa 
run one following another, and are | literally and exactly. 
a record of rule over the whole I thank you again for your let« 
land of Egypt. We think the lat-| ter. 
ter are wrong. I do not believe 
that we have any reliable records 
in Egypt up to 7000 B. C. 

A recent book on this subject is | 
by a Jewish scientist, Velikovsky, 
an unbeliever in the Bible, yet he 
says that the Egyptian dates are 
much too old, that the dynasties | and approved. 
ran concurrently, and he also says | You may buy with confidence! 


that there must have been a giant | (EEE 


> 


saurs of various kinds. And I think 
they are much more recent than 
most scientists now believe. There 
is a tremendous amount of tradi- 
tion among the Chinese, the early 
English, and among the Aztecs 
and other early peoples in Amer- 
ica, of dragons, flying serpents, 
and other beasts of the dinosaur 
family. And we know that croco- 
diles and alligators and some 
other remains of the dinosaur fam- 
ily are on the earth today. 


In Jesus’ name, yours, 
John R. Rice 


FOR YOUR PROTECTION 


Every product and service advertised in 
THE SWORD OF THE LORD is investigated 


Bob Jones University on May 29 
will close its thirtieth year. It is 
my honest opinion that this Uni- 
versity through its student body 


year by year, and through its 
former students, including mission- 


aries, evangelists, pastors, 
teachers, and others 
walks of life, has been used of) 
God to lead on an average a/| 
minimum of 100,000 people a year 
to the Lord Jesus Christ. I believe | 
the record would show 250,000 a 
year, but we are just saying a 
minimum of 100,000 to be conserv- 
ative, I am confident that ,100,- 
000 would be the minimum aver- 
age. 'This means that 3,000,000 peo- 
ple have been brought to Jesus 
Christ directly as a result of the 
work that God called Bob Jones 
University to do. Recently Horace 


| has 


Dean, who is the founder and di- 
rector of Christ for America, said | 
on the platform of Bob Jones Uni- 
versity, “At least 60 per cent of 
all the evangelists we have used) 
in our work received their training 
at Bob Jones University.” A large | 
number of evangelists in America | 
received their training in the “ig 
stitution which God led us to 
found. Suppose one hundred evan- 
gelists have gone out from Bob 
Jones University. If each one of 
them led 1,000 to Jesus Christ 


a year, 


that would make 100,000 | 


converts. My friends, we have been 
so busy that we haven’t had time 
to sit down and really evaluate 
what God has done through Bob 
Jones University. We have just 
been doing a little figuring here 


school | lately. We, personally, thank God 
in various | that He has spared our life up un- 


til now so we could really know 
something about the results God 
accomplished through the 
school He led us to found thirty 
years ago. We believed God was 
leading us when we founded the 
University, but we know now that 
God led us. 


Now, all of you Christian peo< 
ple who have prayed for the 
school and who have helped us 
contact the right kind of students 
and who have invested some of 
the Lord’s money in the institus 
tion have had a share in what God 
has done through the school. We 
thank you for the help you have 


‘given us. Please keep praying for 
(us and keep helping us contact 
\students that can be trained for 


|Christian leadership, and please 
keep on investing some money in 
the work. We need your help, 
Thank you and God bless you. 


‘BOB JONES. FOUNDER 
BOB JONES UNIVERSITY 
GREENVILLE, §S, C. 


(Advertisement) A 


Friday, March 22, 1957 


nd eer er’ = eT sey 


Sh nt? rer ae: 


j er 2 as et ae on 


THE SWORR OF THE LORD ! 


Converts Outaumber 
Church Membership’ 


SWORD OF THE LorRD readers will 
rejoice in the following letter from 
Rev. Harold E. Burchett, pastor 
of the Trinity Baptist Church, 
Washua, New Hampshire: 


“Dear Dr. Rice: 


“You will be interested, I am 
Bure, in hearing of the unusual 
outpouring of God’s blessing upon 
us here in New Hampshire during 
the ll-day ministry of Dr. Bill 
Piper, 122 Bradley Boulevard, 
Greenville, South Carolina. Trinity 
Baptist Church here in Nashua is 
Only a few years old with less 
than a hundred members. The 
wake of our February campaign 
has left us with more new con- 
verts than our members numbered 


The Independence and 


Autonomy 


of Baptist Churches 


(An address delivered by Dr. James M. Bulman, pastor 
of East Spencer Baptist Church, East Spencer, N. C., and 
editor, publications secretary of the Southern Baptist Free 
Press, Wright Building, High Point, N. C., (subseription 
rate, $1 per year), Nov. 26, 1956 at the First Annual Meeting 
of the Southern Baptist Fellowship, Chattanooga, Tenn. Be- 
cause the problem of maintaining the independency of local 
churches of all denominations is so vital in preventing mod- 
ernism and maintaining New Testament Christianity, we 
publish the address here for all. Editor) 


Although I am an outsider, I 
am quite interested in your organi- 
zation—because of its size (es- 
pecially as regards the considera- 
tion of what this organization 
might well become in due time) 


tory—a development. that son] boar witnesses for the minority, 
the foundation of the medieval| which sued for possession of the 
Catholic Church, out of which! church property following the de- 
came the Roman Catholic! cision of the majority to discon- 
is 


What do mean when you 
say SWORD is an “‘independ- 
ent Christian weekly’’? 

THE Sworp oF THE Lorp is an 
independent Christian paper, by 
which we mean that it is a Chris- 
tian paper, but it is independent 
in the sense that it is not owned 


by any denominational headquar- 


ters. The United States is imde- 
pendent in the sense that it is not 
controlled by any other nation, and 


Church of modern times, It tinue co-operation with the South-|in that sense THE SWORD OF THE 
a far cry from the council in| ern Baptist Convention. The atti- | LORD is independent because it is ( 


Jerusalem (Acts 15) about A. D.| tude of these Baptist leaders has | not controlled by any denomina- 


and because of its being an effort 
at producing a movement for Bap- 
tist unity based on doctrinal con- 


before the effort. 


“From the start, we saw our 


little building would be small for victi Praga tar ' 50, to the council in the Vatican, | been quite aptly characterized by | tion. 
the crowds so we moved to a s tate t Sra ort relates es- A. D. 1870, but during those|an able North Carolina minister, 
School auditorium. Night after | Peclatuy to this latter point, and it eighteen centuries a develop-| the Rev. W. W. Finlator, who, in Is it wrong for Christians 


is with this point that my remarks 
will be related. 

To have unity there must be 
some motive for unity. I submit 
that, basically, there can be but 


ment took place that completely 
changed the character and the 


might the decisions poured in un- 
til our records show: 145 dedica- 
tions, 30 family altars, 18 for full- 
time Christian service, 116 de-) 
cisions for salvation, and two or|, ~<a dpe 
three dozen folks already respond- | ade — — a men to unite 
ing for church membership with | @ - religious movement: (1) seen 
more to follow, we believe. bev URS because they hold in 

eget common certain beliefs, (2) or be- 

“The combination was perfect: 


criticism of these leaders, repre- | to buy annuities? 

sents them as saying to our Bap- | I do not believe it is wrong for 
form of the outward manifesta-|tist churches: a Christian person to buy an an- 
tion of Christianity The | “Once you decide to co-oper- | nuity. Insurance companies sell an- 
Southern Baptist Convention ...| ate with us vou are forever part | nuities which is another form of 
has not made any such develop-| anq parcel with us. Your volun-|insurance. A lump sum of money 
ment, but the first step has been| tary co-operation is for keeps. | is turned over to the company and 
taken. It remains to be seen! And if you vote to leave us, we|they agree to pay so much per 
how many more steps may be| wij] fight you in the courts” |™month, for a lifetime. It is so 


taken.”—The Southern Baptist | 


: | cause they share a common loyalty 
ripe harvest and an able evange- 


list. With Dr. Piper’s guidance via 


mail, we started months in ad-| united because they have generally 
vance to prepare ourselves for @| held in common certain doctrines. | 
successful crusade. The whole| put in recent years, more and/| 
church was in earnest paruicipa-| more diversity of viewpoint has. 
tion when he arrived on the scene.| peen broucht about among Bap- 
The music of Douglas and Mary tists. Certain types of theological 
Scott, accompanying Dr. Piper, | jiberalism have developed in some 
was the finest. Immediately, OUr | of the intellectual centers of Bap- 
€vangelists optomistic faith and | tict life. Thus it is becoming in- 
powerful preaching caught fre. | creasingly difficult for a common- 

“The very first convert was the)}y_shared doctrinal conviction to | 
father of two children who had | pold Baptists together—for it is 
never set foot within our GOOrs.| getting to the place more and 


Wext night the whole family sent 
me word before the service that 
they all wanted the same Saviour 


and requested that someone be| 


ready to help them at the invita- 
tion. (Here was a case of a seek- 
er lining up the personal worker!) 
Other husbands and wives, young 
people and earnest children made 
up the continuing stream of seek- 
ers through the days of the cam- 
paign. We are trying now to rent 
the facilities for a great mass bap- 
tism. Imagine what 
to mean to our little church! 


“Our whole church 


the new converts. Many of them 
got right up on their feet the 
first prayer meeting night with a 
radiant witness. Reports of homes 
made anew by God are continu- 
jing to encourage us. 

“Another abiding benefit of the 
Dr. Piper meetings is the large 
number of trained personal work- 
ers. These folks really have been 
blessed by the experience of deal- 
jing with so many souls. They went 
after them as prospects to attend 
the meeting, they dealt with them 
as God gave the increase, and now 
they are following them up to 
bring them along the way. I trust 
we won’t ever be the same church 
again! 

“New England, and this city 
in particular, has been known for 
its cold frown against evangelism. 
Nashua is the second largest city 
fn our state and there had been 
mo such campaign attempted here 
fn nearly a generation, but God 
fis working. As you know, Roman 
Catholicism has taken full advan- 
tage of the Protestants’ condition 
here, which has been weakened by 
intellectual skepticism and theo- 
logical liberalism. If Christians ev- 
erywhere will join us in prayer, 
this home of the Puritans will 
reome back into the fold! 

“We thank God for His earnest 
servant, Dr. Piper, and _ special 
blessings given us! 

“Yours in Christ, _ 

(Signed) “Harold E, Burchett” 


WHEN YOU CHANGE YOUR ADDRESS 


Please report both new and old ad- 
dresses directly to THE SWorp OF 
THE Lorp, five weeks before the 
change is to take effect. Copies that 
we address to your old address will 
not be delivered by the Post Office, 
unless you pay them extra postage. 
Avoid this unnecessary expense by 
notifying us five weeks in advance. 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD 
Subscription Dept. 
214 W. Wesley, Wheaton, Il. 


this is going! 


is thrilled | 
with the exuberant testimonies of | 


(to an organization, 


In the past, Baptists have been 


more that there is no commonly- 
Shared doctrinal position among 


3aptists, In the absence of a com-. 
position, | 


monly-shared doctrinal 
there is left but one cohesive force 
that can hold Baptists together: 
loyalty to an organization. Such 
is rapidly coming to be the unify- 
ing force among Southern Bap- 
tists. It is getting more and more 
to the place that it does not make 
much difference what one believes 
and preaches, just so he supports 
the denominational program. 

In this time of de-emphasis on 
essential doctrine and excessive 
emphasis on organizational loyalty, 
it is needful for the banner of 
doctrinal emphasis to be raised. 

It is to be emphasized that the 
logical and ultimate result of a 
mere organizational unity is the 
enslavement of the minds and 
souls of men. Whenever the organ- 
ization (or the institution, or the 
program—call it what you will) 
is made supreme, then the success 
of the organization becomes the 
final norm for determining right 
and wrong. Whatever serves to 
promote the efficiency of the or- 
ganization is right, and whatever 
serves to impede its efficiency is 
wrong. The claims of the organi- 
zation become _ absolute. What 
otherwise would be regarded as 
wrong must be tolerated (and thus 
be regarded as right) when the 
organization so determines. The 
organization in effect becomes dei- 
fied. And to give one’s final al- 
legiance to any human institution 
is to be guilty of a breach of the 
second commandment; such is the 
sin of idolatry—enthroning some- 
thing human above the truth of 
God. 


Catholicism Institution- 
Based 


Such an enthronement of a hu- 
man institution is really the basis 
of Roman Catholicism. It is so 
startling that it is exceedingly 
difficult even to begin to contem- 
plate, but Baptists—supposedly so 
far removed from Roman Catholi- 
cism—have actually been moving 
toward an ecclesiasticism resemb- 
ling the Roman system. The noted 
Southern Baptist historian, Dr. W. 
W. Barnes, wrote a book in 1934 
setting forth this thesis. In the 
beginning of this book he stated: 

“In the following pages the ef- 
fort has been made to show that 
there has been an ecclesiological 
development in Southern Bap- 
tist life comparable to the de- 
velopment that took place in the 
first centuries of Christian his- 


(Biblical Recorder, 

1954). 

Far more startling than the de- 
cision of the courts is the fact that 
prominent Baptist leaders could 
swear to tell the truth, the whole 
truth. and nothing but the truth— 
and then repudiate so basic a Bap- 
tist doctrine as that of com- 
plete autonomy of local 
church! 

Dr. Douglas Branch, then presi- 
dent of the North Carolina State 
Convention, thus testified of a 
church’s relation to an associa- 
tion: 
| “... I would say that a simple 
| majority would be all that is 
| necessary to get in to the as- 
sociation, by vote of the congre- 
gation. ...” 

“You have asked if I know 

of any reason a simple majority 
vote by the congregation would 
not be sufficjent to withdraw a 
church from an association. I 
know of no custom by which a 
church by a majority vote may 
disassociate the church from its 
usual customs” (Supreme Court 
of North Carolina, No. 95, Sec- 
ond District, Fall Term, 1954, 
p. 216, emphasis supplied). 
It would seem, then, that while 
'a church can “get in” by majori- 
_ty vote, it can not “get out” by ma- 
jority vote! 

Dr. E. A. McDowell, formerly 
professor of New Testament at 
. |Southern Seminary and more re- 
versal : Church (universal in| cently at Southwestern Seminary, 
Greek is catholic). By the fourth testified that if a church “gets out 
century the developed Catholic of an association and tries to have 
Church had become sacrosanct, an independent existence, then it 
visible and indivisible, to rend | 
which was the deepest sin. It| sy¢ New Testament sense” (Court 
mattered not about anything) 


‘Record, as cited, p, 195, emphasis 


else if one were in communion | supplied). 


ware this Church, aps ll ts | Not only did these leaders re- 
the cry of the hour today .. . a pudiate certain essentials of Bap- 


March 27, 
Convention: A Study in the De- | 


velopment of Ecclesiology, Semi- | 

nary Hill, Texas, 1934, reprint 

1946, p. 1. 

Then, in conclusion to this book 
(p. 78) he stated: 

“From the foregoing discus- 
sion it may be seen that there 
has been and is now a decided 
development in ecclesiology a- 
mong Baptists, a development 
headed toward a Baptist Uni- 


the 


the 


Dr. James M. Bulman 


| harm that can come 


ceases to be a Baptist church in 


Church is developing” (empha- 

sis supplied). 

While it is true most Southern 
Baptists are still doctrinally con- 
servative, yet Southern Baptists 
are very rapidly accepting a pre- 
mise which imperils every single 
basic doctrine of the Christian 
faith. The acceptance of the pro- 
gram of the Southern Baptist Con- 
vention as supreme would mean 
that any doctrine that would im- 
pede seriously the efficiency of 
that program would have to be set 
aside. From my considered judg- 
ment of the situation I conclude 
that the greater part of the South- 
ern Baptist Convention leadership 
would scrap any fundamental 
doctrine if that doctrine got in the 
way of the success of the denomi- 
national program. 


The North Rocky Mount 
Church Case 


For evidence of the extent to 
Which even one of our most char- 
acteristic Baptist doctrines has 
been scraped by a notable portion 
of our Southern Baptist leader- 
ship, let us consider the now-fam- 
ous North Rocky Mount Church 
case. 

In the trial of that case, promi- 
nent persons connected with the 
North Carolina State and the 
Southern Baptist Conventions 


tist principle but some of the 
leaders repudiated basic state- 
ments of Baptist principle which 
they themselves had previously 
written. 

Dr. Harold W. Tribble, presi- 
dent of Wake Forest College, had 
written in his book, The Baptist 
Faith (which he wrote in 1935 as 
a revision of E. Y. Mullins’ The 
Axioms of Religion) the following: 

“The Baptist principle is that 
a church co-operates with a 
general body whose objects and 
aims it approves, not delegating 
authority in any sense, or bind- 
ing itself beyond its expressed 
purpose, and always reserving 
the right of dissent or with- 
drawal at pleasure” (published 
by the Sunday School Board of 
the Southern Baptist Conven- 
tion, p. 112, emphasis supplied). 

But, when the Baptist principle 
of local church autonomy was ‘put 
to a practical test, Dr, Tribble 
gave, under oath, the following 
“interpretation” of the above 
statement which he had written: 

“*.. I say it is not in viola- 
tion of the statement in this 
book concerning autonomy of 

the local church to say that a 

church may not withdraw from 

the convention and carry with 
it a group or property built up 


(Continued on page 6) 


figured that, on the average, the 


‘amount paid in interest or in an- 
'nuities will not be more than that 
‘turned in. So I think it particular- 


ly fitting that Christian people 
who want the benefit of such an- 
nuities should deal with a Chris- 


‘tian organization, and let the mon 


be used for the Lord’s work 
ter they die. I do not know any 
from it when 
properly managed, It seems to me 


ey 
af 
i] 


to be a favor to good Christian 
people and a favor to the Chris- 
tian institution, too, which gets 


| the money in the long run, 
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» Please mention THE SWORD 
\{ OF THE LORD when answer- 
tf ing advertisements. 


Yes, we are—because we be- 
lieve we can be of service to you. 

First, if you are a young person 
looking forward to a Christian 
education, or specialized training 
in some particular field, we have 
for you a free Directory of some 
of the best Christian schools in 
America. Location of school, 
courses offered, and other informa- 
tion about each school is given. 


This Directory has been running 
in THE SWORD OF THE LORD once a 
month, but if you have not seen it, 
we will be glad to send you a copy. 


Second, if you have need of good 
Christian films for your church or 
other groups, we have for you a 
list of some of the best films avail- 
able, which we will be glad to send 
you upon request. This list has also 
been appearing in the paper, but 
if you have not seen it, we will be 
glad to send a copy to you. 


Indicate below whether you are 
interested in the schools Directory 
or the list of Christian films (or 
both), print your name and ad- 
come plainly and mail coupon to- 

ay! 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD 
Wheaton, Illinois 


Please send me [] the Schools 
lara [] the list of Christian 
ilms., 


Name - 


Street or Box No. 


City Zone__ State______ 
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True Stories of Saving Souls Through Healing Bodies 
By Dr. Paul White, Medical Missionary 
in Tanganyika, East Africa 


CHAPTER X 


Kitu’s Last Safari 


Mgulu and Kitu were very much 
part of the men’s ward. Cupboards 
had been moved around and their 
cots had been placed under a 
window. They thought this a fine 
idea, as it gave them the chance 
to talk to anybody who went 
past. 


Mgulu would lean out of the 
window and inform Kitu of every- 
thing he could see. I was at the 
ward table one morning checking len, his lips had a nasty blue look 
over treatments and writing | about them. P 
progress notes, when I saw Mgulu | Late one afternoon I came to 
jump up in bed, climb up on the| tp, ward and took up the rec- 
head of the cot and lean over! ord book. I wrote quietly for a 
the sill, I could only catch his | 'while, and then I heard the two 
side of the conversation. This is | children talking. 

a rough translation of proceedings: | 


en pounds heavier, 
go.” 

The little fellow’s lip trembled, 
and he got back into his cot. Kitu 
reached out his hand to him, and 
whispered consolations. 

The little heart-failure patient 
was not holding his own. Certainly 
he was comfortable, and free from 
pain, but his feet were more swol- 


then home you 


“Meulu, is God’s Book of Life 
“Good morning, teacher.” ‘bigger than that one Bwana’s 
“Yes, I’m getting better now.” | using?” 
“The medicine? Oh, yes. It} “Yes) much bigger. There are 


tastes rather nasty, but it’s power- 
ful, and the health oil makes me 
grow fat.” 

At this point the recital was 
broken while his pyjama _ coat 
(which did not match the trou- 
sers, either in size or pattern) was 
laboriously unbuttoned to show the 
effects of the medicine upon his 
anatomy. 

A chuckle came from outside. 
Meulu continued: 

“Kitu likes his medicine, 
it has stopped his pain.” 

“Who's Kitu? Why, he’s my 
companion, and he’s very sick. His 
joints ache. His legs are swollen, | 
and he finds it hard to breathe.” 

The voice came again from out- 


thousands of names in it.” 

“Is your name in it?” 

“Yes.” 

“How do you know?” 

Mgulu put his back against the 
cot and settled down to explain. 

“When my neck was _ swollen, 
I saw I had trouble and pain, so 
I came to the one who could help 
me. He knew the way, and be- 
hold, he removed my trouble.” He 
tilted up his chin, revealing three 
'long sears. Kitu nodded. 

“Well,” continued Mgulu. “‘God’s 
'Book, the Bible, that I read to 
you, says that sin is going your 
own way, and not God’s. You've 
Gone that, and I’ve done that. Ev- 
eryone has.” Again Kitu nodded. 


and 


side, and I caught the word ndig- | “Sin is like a-seed. Plant one, 

ava (food). ‘ |and you get lots more, and the 
pers a crag Bay eon | end of it all is death, unless you 

ach appreciatively on € an-| set help from the right person. 

swered. “The porridge cookers of | Now Jesus is the only one who 

ee ie eleagg A agg _ ‘can help. It’s all explained in a 
“We good-by e snail s€€| few words here.” 

one another again. Greet all at | There was a rustle of paper as 


your home.” the pages of a Chigogo New Testa- 
“Mgulu,” I called. He came down | ment were turned, and then Mgulu 


from his perch. ‘read slowly John 3:16: 
“Bwana?” 6 


‘For God so loved the world 
“Come and be weighed.” He} ave his only begotten 
stepped quietly on to the scales.| oo,’ that’s Jesus—‘that whoso- 


The finger moved round to exactly | ayer believeth on him should not 
fifty-six pounds. He looked at me} perish, but have everlasting life.’ 
questionably. That last bit means you and me 

“Not yet enough. Eat more. | and everyone.” 
Sleep more. And when you're sev- Kitu nodded. 
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prayers, miracles, 


as ministers. 
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“Prince of Expositors,” in 


all who study the Word. 


**A one-volume library” 


YOUR BIBLE 


LLOYD M. PERRY and WALDEN HOWARD 


Introduction by Billy Graham 


Viewing the Bible as the road map to life, the 
authors give detailed suggestions for Bible 
study. They show how to study Bible doctrine, biographies, 
parables, poetry, and writers. Inspir- 
ing aid for study groups and individual laymen as well 


‘THE EXPOSITORY METHOD OF 
G. CAMPBELL hiORGAN 


A. thorough analysis of the Bible study method of the 


key to true Scripture interpretation. Including illustra- 
tive tables, a list of Dr. Morgan’s published works, and 
a bibliography, this book is invaluable for ministers and 


says Billy Graham 


TO STUDY 


$4.00 


DON M. WAGNER 


which, the author says, is the 


$2.00 


At your bookstore } 
i ==> FLEMING H. REVELL COMPANY, Publishers 


“I just asked Jesus to take away 
my sins. I believed He could and 
would, and that He wouldn’t break 
His promise. That’s how I know 
my name’s written in God’s Book.”’ 
I got up and went over to 
them. “I’ve been listening to 
Mgulu, too, Kitu, and he’s right. 
Jesus said: 

“ ‘Him that cometh to me I will 
in no wise cast out.’ I came to 
Him and asked Him to take away 
my sin and to give me everlasting 
life, and He did. My name’s in 
that Book, too.” 

The dying child looked up at me 
and smiled. 

“Perhaps He’d write my name 
there, Bwana?” he asked. 

“He will, for you or anyone who 
comes to Him and thanks Him for 
dying in his place on the cross.” 

I left them then, and went on 
my way round the hospital. Next 
afternoon I visited the two little 
boys again. Mgulu whispered to 
me: 

“Bwana, I think Kitu is bet- 
ter today. He’s so quiet and con- 
tented.” 

I bent over him, The pulse flut- 
tered and flickered, but the little 
upturned face was calm. 


“My name’s there, too, now, 
Bwana. I’m so happy, and so 
tired.” 


I arranged his pillows, and he 
smiled back. 

“I feel so light today. Just like 
a bird.” 

I came back at ten that even- 
ing. Kitu was wide awake. He 
grasped my hand. 

“Bwana, I’m just a little fright- 
ened of the dark. Please stay 
with me for a while.” 

“Don’t be _§ frightened, Kitu. 
You're going on a long safari soon, 
and the one who goes with you 
is the Light of the World. I 
wasn't frightened to walk up to 
the hospital just now, because I 
had my lamp to show me the way. 
Your path goes through a place 
called “The Valley of the Shadow,’ 
but the Bible says when we tread 
that path we—that is, those of 
us who are written in His Book 
of Life—shall fear no evil, for He 
is with us.” 

Kitu nodded his understanding. 
“Perhaps I'll see Him at sunrise, 
Bwana.” He looked up at me. 

His little black face was com- 
posed, and in a few minutes he 
was asleep. 

I tiptoed to the dresser on night 
duty, and whispered: “Call me at 
second cockcrow, Kefa.”’ 

It was just before dawn when 
I entered the ward again. Kitu 
was awake. I took his hand, and 
we looked through the window 
facing east. No word was spoken 
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The doctor cannot save Kitu, with heart 
failure, but he is saved before he dies. 


for a while, and then the dawn 
came—a greying on the horizon. 
The little boy tried to sit up. 


He’s with me in the Valley of 
the Shadow. I’m not frightened 
now.” 
He relaxed, and I felt his pulse 
falter. He grasped my hand con- 
vulsively. The flickering in his 
wrist stopped, and I knew his 
spirit was on its last safari. 
Kefa and I quietly picked up 
Mgulu’s cot, and carried our sleep- 
ing burden back to the children’s 
ward, where the chicken pox had 
by now faded out. As we set it 
down in, its old spot, Mgulu open- 
ed his eyes and sat up. 
“Bwana, where’s Kitu?” 


“He left on his last safari a lit- 
tle while ago. He’s with Jesus 
now,” I answered. 


Megulu swallowed hard, and 
then, after a few minutes’ pause, 
he said, huskily: 


“I’m so glad he had his name 
written in God’s Book, Bwana. 
He'll be happy now, and all his 
pain will be gone forever.” 

(Reprinted by permission of the author 
from the book, JUNGLE DOCTOR OPER- 
ATES, published in the U.S. by Wm. B. 


Eerdmans Publishing Co. Price, $1.50, plus 
15e postage and handling. Order from 


“Look, Bwana. The Light. Truly 


Dangerous Journey 


When he was fourteen, William Sutherland began to work in a 
bank as an errand boy. The banker soon found that he was honest, and 
trusted him with large sums of money. One of his errands was to carry 
the pay roll to a small mill town several miles away. As he started out 
one afternoon, his mother said to him, “Son, I’m afraid for you carrying 
so much money over that lonely trail.” 


“Oh, there is no reason to worry, Mother,” replied the boy cheer- 
fully, as he swung into the saddle. “You know I have always made the 
trip safely before.” 


“Yes,” answered his mother, “but I feel fearful today. I shall be 
praying for you while you are on your way.” 


William waved to her as he turned his pony about and started on 
his journey. He whistled and sang as he rode along, but as he neared 
the lonely forest trail a strange feeling of fear came over him and he 
wondered what he ought to do. Then a voice within said, “Be prayer- 
ful.” He had heard this voice saying these words many times before, 
and he had learned always to listen and obey. He rode as far as the 
spot where the forest trail began, and then slipped from the saddle and 
knelt down beside the bushes there. 


“Dear God,” he said aloud, “I don’t know why, but I feel very 
much afraid. Take care of me as I ride through this lonely place, I 
believe You will, because You have written in Your Book, ‘I will 
never leave thee nor forsake thee’.” 

As William knelt there, alone with God, all feeling of fear melted 
away. He arose, mounted his pony, and rode on with a light heart. He 
gave the pay roll to the foreman of the mill, and the next morning 
returned safely to his home. 

His mother met him at the door. “Son,” she said, “something 
peculiar happened to me while you were away. I was very busy, but a 
little voice seemed to tell me that I ought to stop and pray for you. I 
felt that you were in danger, and that I should ask God to keep you 
safely. So I stopped my work and prayed for you until I was sure that 
you were quite safe.” 

Then William told her how he had felt, and how he had prayed 
to God for protection as he entered the lonely trail. After that they 
often talked of this strange happening, and wondered what it could all 
mean. 

William continued to work in the bank for some time, and then 
went away to College, to become a minister, so that he could tell 
others of the Saviour he had received himself at the age of thirteen. 
One day he received a letter from a distant town, “I am very ill and 
shall not get better,” said the writer. “I must see you and tell you 
something very important before I die. Please come to me quickly.” 
It was signed “A friend.” 

He went to the town, and was led to a dying man, who told him 
story: 

“You have never seen me before,” he said, “and I only saw you 
once, many years ago. You were then entrusted with a large sum of 
money to take to a certain mill. In a lonely spot you slipped from your 
saddle and prayed God to protect you. Do you remember it? 

“T heard that prayer. I was in the bushes, with my rifle pointed at 
your heart. I had planned to kill you, take the money, and ride away 
on your pony. But while you were praying, something white seemed 
to pass between us. I do not know what it was, but I believed that God 
sent it to protect you. I sat in those bushes, too weak to pull the trig- 
yer, and watched you ride away—lI was perfectly helpless to harm you. 
It has haunted me ever since, and I cannot meet God without telling 
you. Can you forgive me?” 

William heartily forgave him and told him how Christ could become 
his own Saviour. At last the light shone into his dark soul, and he 
knew his sins were forgiven and he was saved. 

“But as many as received him, to them gave he the power to be- 
come the sons of God, even to them that believe on his name.” (John 
1:12). 


H. £. ‘Menchen--and 
His “Cpology” 


H. L. Mencken, agnostic editor 
(several years ago) of The Ameri- 
can Mercury, died an unbeliever. 
At his funeral, following his re- 
quest, there was neither song nor 
sermon, During his life Mencken 
admitted he might be wrong in his 
views about God and the immor- 
tality of the soul. “But,” he ex- 
plained, “if I am wrong I will 
square myself when confronted in 


this 


The Young Warrior 


Should YOU Send 
a Missionary The 
Sword of the 
Lord This Year? 


after life by the apostles with the 
simple apology: “Gentlemen, I was 
wrong,’ ”’ 

By this time Mencken has 
found out it isn’t as simple as that. 
The time to repent and admit one 
is wrong is NOW, before death. 
After death it is eternally too late 
to repent or “square one’s self,” if 
wrong. Five minutes after death 
every infidel, every agnostic, every 
unsaved person, will want to “re- 
pent” in the sense of wanting to 
get out of the place of torment he 
will find himself in (see Luke 16: 
24, and context). Furthermore, 
Mencken will NOT be confronted 
“by the apostles,” but in due sea- 
son, at the judgment of the great 
white throne, he will STAND BE- 
FORE GOD, and he will have no 
place to hide or retreat to, Broth- 
er, I wouldn't trade places with H. 
L. Mencken for all the gold in the 
universe. As long as one is alive, 
even though his record is stained 
deep with sin or unbelief, Christ 
will accept him if he comes to 
HIM. “Him that cometh to me I 
will in no wise cast out” (John 
6:37). But after death the un- 
believer has nothing to look for- 
ward to but “a certain fearful 
looking for of judgment and fiery 
indignation” (Heb.10:26). 


Sword of the Lord, 214 W. Wesley St., 
| Wheaton, Illinois.) 
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THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


Page Five 


Choice 


Sayings 


FROM THE BOOK 


Che King of the Jews 


Gathered by Dr. Arthur Petrie 


As I read through, with pen in 
hand, the remarkable book, The 
King of the Jews, by John R. Rice, 
D.D., Litt.D., I wrote out what 
I considered the CHOICE SAY- 
INGS of the author. I consider 
them minted gold. They should be 
published separately for frequent 
review. It should make a gift 
booklet that hundreds will want 
for themselves and others. 

For those who would preserve 
a Summary of MATTHEW'S Gos- 


pel, | suggest this CHOICE SAY-|’ 
ING: 


1. “Matthew tells the story 
of Jesus as the Son of David 
who will return to the earth and 
reign on David's throne, restor- 
ing His Kingdom forever.”’—p.22. 
You should treasure that say- 

ing in these days of political un- 
rest and change! 

2. “Any teacher or preacher 
who doubts the Virgin Birth of 
Christ is an infidel. This is a 
cardinal doctrine.” 

If your teacher or preacher does 
not from his heart hold that “car- 
dinal doctrine,” you should not 
patronize him. 

Here is a collection of choice 
Sayings for these days of chaos 
in the Middle East and the land 
of Israel. They give the certain 
solution. 

3. “Jesus is going to be liter- 
ally the King of the Jews and 
rule over Jews on David's 
throne in Jerusalem, though He 
has not yet come into His King- 


dom.”—p. 43. 

“Jerusalem will be the seat of 
Christ’s throne on earth.’’— p. 
69. 


“The reign of Christ will be 
on earth with His throne at 
Jerusalem.”’—p. 81. 

This next saying will give you a 
deeper appreciation of your. Bi- 
ble and the Christ of the Bible. 

4. “Let us learn, then, that 
the Word of God (the Bible) 
is GOD’S OWN WRITING. ... 
Let us learn that all the Bible 
is about Jesus Christ, (and) ex- 
pect to find references to Christ, 
in every type and sacrifice, in all 
historical narratives, and in all 
prophetic portions.” 
Here is another about the Bi- 

ble and Jesus that is truly a 
weighty saying. 
“The Bible authenticates 

Jesus, and Jesus authenticates 

the Bible.’’—p. 51. 


All students for the Christian 
ministry should heed this follow- 
ing Choice Saying. 

6. “Preachers need more of 
what John the Baptist had—the 
power of the Holy Spirit, a 
separated life, and _ absolute 
boldness in calling people to 
repentance for sin..... Schools, 
language, manner, personality, 
clothes do not make powerful 
preachers.”’—p. 54 


Do you ever experience the sec- 
ond beatitude? 

7 “The great men of the Bi- 
ble were men of tears: Jeremiah, 
David, Paul.”—p. 80. 

What a depth of meaning is in 
this statement! 

8. “Spiritual thirst is a great 
virtue.’’—p. 81. 

For those who undervalue the 
Old Testament: 

9, “Jesus did not contradict 
nor countermand the Old Testa- 
ment.” 


“Jesus always. strengthened 
the Old Testament commands.” 
—pp. 91, 95. 


The importance of prayer: 


10. “Prayer is so important 
that Satan makes it one of his 
principal grounds of attacking 
and misleading the Christian 

No Christian is safe who 
does not regularly and often 
and earnestly pray in secret.” 
—p. 103. 

“The approach to God should 
include worship, adoration, and 
submission.”—p, 105. 

Note well that one! 
For those who hope to gain 
favor by works, 


(NOTE: We are 
evangelists and 
cive exact statistics, as far as 


EVANGELIST HUGH F. PYLE, 
1721 South Gordon Street, S.W.., 
Atlanta 10, Georgia, led revival 
services in the First Baptist 
Church of Arvada, Colorado, 
February 10-22. Despite the fact 
that the church had just gone 
through a severe time of testing, 
there were 22 professions of faith, 


. | 25 public rededications, 2 additions 


Dr. Arthur Petrie 


11. “It does not please God 
for us to fast as a punishment, a 
way of doing penance.”—p., 109. 
A sure and perfect cure: 

12. “The perfect cure for 
anxiety on (all) matters is found 
in Philippians 4:6, 7.’”—p. 113. 


Now be sure and read those 
verses. 
This saying is especially for 


those who have few or no Bible 
commentaries: 
is. “Eat 
itself.” 
“A passage in one Gospel 
sheds more light on similar pas- 


the Bible explain 


sages in another Gospel.’’—p. 
118. 
What “making Jesus’ Lord” 
means: 


14. “To sincerely call Jesus 
LORD involves surrender to His 
will, faith in His power, depend- 
ence on His mercy.’—p. 126. 
Has your surrender to Christ’s 

Lordship gone that far? 

To answer those who teach that 
Peter was in Rome, and that he 
was Bishop of the Church in Rome, 
note this: 

15. “There is no evidence in 
history or Scripture that he 
(Peter) was Bishop or pastor of 
the Church at Rome, or even 
that he was ever there.” “The 
Roman Catholic conception of 
the church is unscriptural... 
when it claims Peter as the first 
Pope.”’—p. 131. 

“He (Peter) is said, rather, to 
have been at Babylon (on the 
Euphrates) the other direction 
from Jerusalem.”’—p. 142. 


For those who are timid and 
fearful, this is an especially choice 
saying: 

16. “In all the universe of 
God nothing is ever out of His 
control ... whether threatening 
weather, poverty, angry men, 
sickness, or any work of Satan 
—all are subject to the control 
of the dear Saviour.’”—pp. 134, 
135. 


For those who love the word of 
prophecy, here is a selection of 
choice sayings: 

17. “Elijah will come again, 
evidently just before the day of 
the Lord, in the Great Tribula- 
tion period.’’—p. 240. 

“It may be, therefore, that 
Moses and Elijah will be the 
two witnesses just before the 
return of the Saviour in His 
glory which was pictured by His 
transfiguration.”—p. 256. 

“The apostles were assured 
that in the literal reign of 
Christ on earth they should sit 
upon twelve thrones judging the 
twelve tribes of Israel. Matthew 
19:28 is to be taken literallw. 
It will be fulfilled, with Isaiah 
1:26, when Jesus, the great Seed 
of David, returns to sit on Da- 
vids throne.’’—p. 298. 


If you are puzzled about the 
justice of God, remember this: 


18. ‘There will be degrees of 
punishment in the judgment and 
therefore in Hell.”—-p. 171. 


ee 


'| by letter, and 1 surrender for full- 


time Christian work. Many fami- 
lies pledged to begin family altars 
at a Christian home service. Rev. 
Claud Pettit is pastor of the 
church, Brother Pyle also spoke 
at Christian Business Men’s groups 
at Rockmont College, on several 
radio programs, and at Denver 
Youth for Christ. 
x * * 

EVANGELIST DOUG WINN, 
1224 West Market Street, Greens- 
boro, North Carolina, was with the 
Lakeview Baptist Church, Aber- 
nathy, Texas, for 7 days recently. 
Rev. Anthony Longval, pastor, 
writes, “Souls were saved. Chris- 
tians that were unchurched for 

many years joined and rededicated 
their lives ... God blessed us 
with this fiery preacher.” 

* 4 * 

EVANGELIST TOM FAIR, 3431 
S.E. 36th Avenue, Portland 2, 
Oregon, recently completed a 6- 
day “Spiritual Life Crusade” with 
singer Jonnny Francis and Mrs. 
Francis at the Memorial Communi- 
ty Church, Triangle Lake, Blachly, 
Oregon. Forty-four conversions 
were recorded, with 33 people com- 
ing forward for assurance and 
19 for dedication of life. Fourteen 
families indicated their intention 
to establish family altars. Rev. 


Evangelists 


REPORTS FROM AMERICA’S OUTSTANDING SOUL WINNERS 
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By the Editor 


additions, 


J. Kenneth Wishart, pastor, says, 
“This is the first revival effort 
in the short history of this com- 
munity church and the congrega- 
tion was greatly blessed in the 
eifort. One lady over eighty years 
of age who has been a Catholic 
all her life was converted, ... Tom 
Fair preached messages that were 
Spirit-blessed, soul-stirring, and 
conviction-producing,” 
x * * 


EVANGELIST FREDDIE 
GAGE, 7709 Bearden Lane, Dallas, | 
Texas, had revival services Janu-| 
ary 30—-February 3, five days, in| 
the Galilean Baptist Church in’ 
Dallas, Texas. Brother Robert H. 
Keyes, Jr., the beloved pastor, | 
writes us that there were 41 ad-| 
ditions to the church—18 converts | 
coming for baptism, 23 joining by) 
letter. He says the auditorium was 
full every night, and that Brother | 
Gage spoke before 
school students also. 

Jimmy Snelen, song 
works with Brother Gage. 

* * x 


MISSIONARY G. KAYSER of 


leader, 


Hosanna, Ethiopia, working with 
the Sudan Interior Mission, in Af-| 
rica, 
news: 


“I would like to share the good|[In 26 


‘SMITH, 


writes the following good | o¢ ( 


| ple. 


news with you that in the last 
lew months over 700 people have 
been baptized in our near sur-| 
roundings. Most of them were 


young people, but | there was; also 
a good number of older men and 
women. During the last 2 weeks 
298 men and women accepted Je- 
sus Christ as Saviour in the near- 
est district only, right around our 


What Jesus really means when 
He says, “Come unto ME,” is_ so 
clearly stated in this choice say- 
ing: 

. 19. “He does not ask one to 

come to religion or to Christian- 

ity or the church or morality or 
reformation or baptism, but to 

JESUS CHRIST HIMSELF.’— 

p. 173. 


Do you ever have this 
your spirit? 

20. “It is a far greater sin 
to be wrong in spirit than it 
is to be wrong in the letter.’’—p. 
178. 


A very solemnizing statement, 
indeed! 

A.very real danger of our times 
is suggested here. Leaders in our 
Bible colleges, beware of putting— 

21. “The emphasis on educa- 
tion instead of evangelism.”— 

p. 201. 


Those who attend public prayer 
meetings must remember this sane 
advice: 

22. “Long prayers are some- 
times necessary in secret but 
rarely proper in public.”’—p. 216. 

“Long prayers in public are 
often insincere . ... Preachers 
should teach their people to be- 
ware of this sin of hypocrisy 
in prayer and should insist on 
short, simple, sincere public 
prayers, prayers intended for 
God and not for men.’’—p. 354. 


In these times of easy church 
membership, the popularity of 
church attendance, this is an es- 
pecially choice saying: 

23. “All sin comes from the 
heart, and nothing can make a 
man a Christian except the new 
birth, a change in the heart.’— 
p. 226. 

The real reasons of unbelief: 

24. “It is not lack of evidence 
that makes unbelief, but will- 
fully sinful, biased hearts that 
are resolutely closed against 
Christ.”—p. 236. 

“Insincere hearts are behind 
all infidelity and all Christ-re- 
jection.”—p. 451. 

“T have found it sadly true 
that unbelief lives in an atmos- 
phere of disobedience.”—p. 497. 


Take time, O students; beware 


of accelarated courses! 
25. “Jesus took three and one- 


“sin” in 


half years to train (His) apos- 
tles . . . (and thereby shows) 
why young preachers or Chris- 
tian workers must take time to 


prepare themselves for their 
ministry.”—p. 270. 

Teachers and preachers, note 
this: 


26. “Jesus stopped His critics 
WITH THE SCRIPTURES.’ — 
p. 346. 


What rays of light these two 
statements give on the teaching of 
the coming again of Christ! 

27. The “Rapture only begins 
and does not consummate His 

Second Coming.”—p. 371. 


So much confusion about His 
coming would end if that saying 
is remembered. It is entirely true 
to Scripture. 


28. Pages 265-423, the Olivet 
Discourse, contains so many choice 
sayings that I could only write: 

“Very choice comments through- 
out. This whole section is choice. 
A MASTERPIECE OF EXPOSI- 
TION.” 


These, my readers, are some of 
the choice sayings of the book, 
The King of the Jews, a Commen- 
tary on the Gospel of Matthew. 
There are many more. They are 
choice sayings because they are 
echoes of the inspired teaching of 
the Word of God. May the Lord 


bless them to each reader. 


station. There were more in far-" 
ther outlying areas.’ 


Praise the Lord for souls being} 


saved. Evangelism is the same 
problem at home and abroad. And) 
the saving of souls ought to be! 
the one thing people are most con-, 
cerned about, on the mission ele 
or at home. 


Let us rejoice in the blessings 
here, 

* * * 

EVANGELIST JACK THOMP- 
SON, 1214 North 38th Street, Ft.. 
Smith, Arkansas, recently closed 
a fine revival campaign with the 
Baptist Bible Church, Elkton, 
Maryland. In the 15-day meeting» 
there were 85 conversions in they 
church and 5 in homes. More than: 
100 rededicated their lives. to, 
Christ. Rev. Tom Wallace writes 
that Brother Thompson “is humble 
and a hard worker with a real 
personal interest in lost souls.” 

aa *« « 

During an 8-day evangelistic cam- 
paign in the First Baptist Church, 
Coalinga, California, EVANGE- 
LIST MICHAEL A, GUIDO, Met- 
ter, Georgia, saw 99 people come 


forward to be dealt with for sal- 
vation or for assurance. Others 
made rededications of life. On 


‘Saturday morning 39 decisions for 
Christ were made at the close 
of a magic show presented by Mrs. 
Guido, Rev. Otto J. Bylsma says, 
“Our people are still speaking 


1400 high | enthusiastically about the Guidos’ 


ministry here. They won a big 
place in our hearts and left a 
good feeling in our church and in 
Gar meee 65s 

* * * 


EVANGELIST HOWARD 
3218 North Sullivan Ave- 

Rosemead, California, writes 
:0d's blessing upon his revival 
campaigns during the past year. 
meetings Brother Smith 
witnessed the salvation of 753 peo- 
There were many other de- 
cisions recorded. Brother Smith 


nue, 


| 
ihas some open time after May 1. 


* % * 


EVANGELIST T. W. WILSON, 
114 North Roberta Avenue, Do- 
than, Alabama, writes: “You will 
be interested to know that in the 
South Rossville Baptist Church 
(Rossville, Georgia), last Sunday 
we had 33 decisions in the morn- 
ing service and 12 in the even- 
ing. Three of the worst drunkards 
in town were among those who 
came. One man, very well-to-do, 
had been the object of prayer for 
13 years when he came forward to 
make his decision for Christ. When 
he came, his wife could contain 
her emotions no longer. She left 
the choir and came and grabbed 
her husband around the neck. I 
do not believe there was a dry eye 
in the church. I am not sure how 
many decisions were made during 
the whole meeting, but the last 
day was worth all the effort. You 
can rest assured that I will con- 
stantly put in a good word for 
THE SWORD OF THE LORD... .” 

* bad * 


Seventy-three professions of 
faith were recorded in a revival 
campaign led by EVANGELIST 
MICHAEL A. GUIDO, Metter, 
Georgia, in the Scott Memorial 
Baptist Church, San Diego, Cali- 
fornia. About 150 rededications 
were made. “It was a wonderful 
joy to watch the moving of the 
spirit of God, and I know that 
any church that employs the 
services of this couple will be 
greatly blessed,’ says Rev. Tim 
F. La Haye, pastor of the church. 
Mrs. Guido assists her husband 
by the use of magic with children. 


—THE END— 
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The Independence and... . 


(Continued from page 3) 


through the years without vio- 
lating the customs, practices 
and doctrines of the Missionary 
Baptist Church” (Court Record, 
as cited, p. 407, emphasis sup- 
plied). 


Roman Catholics Could 
Withdraw if Property 
Not Involved 


Thus while it had been stated 
that a church had the right of 
“withdrawal at pleasure,” this was 
later “interpreted” to mean that 
a church could not retain its pro- 
perty in this withdrawal! But who 
would have had the faintest sus- 
picion that this was what -the pop- 
ular study-course book 
signing to teach? Of what value 
would be a right of withdrawal 
that would not involve the right 
of property possession? Even a 
group within a Roman Catholic 
congregation would have a right 
to withdraw if such involved no 
claim to the property. Also, it 
might be asked, what is the value 
of our people reading a _ study- 
course book whose “sworn inter- 
pretation” presents so _ startling 
different a meaning from anything 
that would have been imagined? 

Dr. M. A. Huggins, general sec- 
retary of the North Carolina State 
Convention, had written a_ book, 
North Carolina for Christ, in 
which he stated: 


“The Baptist Church is one 
local congregation, that and 
nothing more , 
fore, these churches _ joined 
forces they did not surrender, | 
and do not now surrender, any | 
of their autonomy” (p. 64). | 


Yet Dr. Huggins said on the wit- | 


ness stand: | 


“I would not say a Baptist | 
Church is one local congrega- 
tion, that and nothing more;... | 
I do not agree with the state- 
ment that when Baptist church- | 
es join forces they do not sur- | 
render any of their autonomy” 
(Court Record, as cited, p. 147, 
emphasis supplied). 


Then, when confronted on the 
witness stand with the book which | 
he had written, he sought to har- | 
monize his testimony with what 
he had written by saying, “That | 
is my interpretation on what I 
meant when I wrote that” (Court 
tecord, as cited, p. 147, emphasis 
supplied). Then he offered this 
further explanation of what he 
had previously written: 

“IT am acquainted 
work here: 

This 


with this 
[ wrote this book... 
was written for co- 
Baptist churches. I 
wrote the following: “There is 
no such thing as the Baptist 
(Church in the sense that one 
may speak of the Methodist 
Church or the Presbyterian 
Church. The Baptist Church is 
one local congregation, that and 
nothing more ... When, there- 


hook 
operating 


fore, these churches joined 
forces they did not surrender, 
and do not now surrender, any 


of their autonomy.’ 

“IT did not meat what I said 
when I wrote that” (Court Re- 
cord, as cited, pp. 147-148, em- 
phasis supplied). 


Dr. Barnes Reiects His 
Own Writings 
Reference 


has already 


against the dangers threatening 
to bring about a Baptist Super- 
Chureh unless we give a new in- 
sistence to our traditional princi- 
ples of local church autonomy. By 
1953, however, even Dr. Barnes 
himself had been caught in the 


whirlpool of the movement toward | 


a Baptist ecclesiasticism. 
officially 
the Southern Baptist Convention,” 
he testified in the trial of the 


As “the 


North Rocky Mount Church case; | 


and he thus repudiated a signifi- 
cant portion of the book 
he had written in 1934: 
“When I wrote, 
general bodies are voluntary or- 
ganizations established by in- 
dividuals who wish to co-operate 
for some common end or ends 
in extending the Kingdom of 
God. This convention is not an 
ecclesiastical body or federal 
body composed of state conven- 
tions. Churches may co-operate 


with these general organizations ! 


but always on a purely volun- 
tary basis and without surren- 
dering in any degree their right 
of self-determination, that was 
twenty years ago and what I 
believed, but I have learned 
more about Baptists and I don't 
agree with it” (Court Record, as 
cited, p. 103, emphasis supplied). 
Dr. Barnes offered the following 


was de-| 


explanation for not having the 
book withdrawn after he had come 
'to disagree with it: 

“When I discovered error in 
that, I did not have it recalled 
... because I wanted to let them 
know what had been taught and 
is being taught now by some” 
(Court Record, as*¢tfted, p. 103). 
| As his testimony continued, he 
‘stated the following regarding his 
‘large volume on Southern Baptist 
| history which had not come off the 
| press at the time of the trial: 
| “In my forthcoming publica- 
tion, coming out in January, I 
have not written anything with 
reference to the subjects we 
have just discussed: There was 
no occasion for me to do that 


“In my forthcoming publica- 
tion there is no place for a dis- 
cussion of what I wrote in my 
book in 1934 and reprinted in 
1946. It is not touched on, one 
way or the other, neither af- 
firmed nor changed” (Court Re- 
cord, as cited, p. 107). 


When, there- | 


been 
made to the historian, Dr, W. W. | 
Barnes, who, in 1934, had warned | 


appointed historian for | 


which | 


‘All ‘Baptist | 


Yet in that “forthcoming pub- 
lication” we read the following 
(and other significant statements 
could be cited): 

“All Baptist general bodies are 
voluntary organizations, estab- 
lished by individuals who wish 
to co-operate for some common 
end or ends in the kingdom of 
God. This Convention is not an 
ecclesiastical body composed of 
churches, nor a federal body 
composed of state conventions. 
Churches may seek to fulfill 
their obligation to extend 
Christ’s kingdom by co-operat- 
ing with this general organiza- 
tion, but always on a purely 
voluntary basis, and without 
surrendering in any way or de- 
gree their right of self-determi- 
nation” (The Southern Baptist 
Convention: 1845-1953, Nash- 
ville: Broadman Press, 1954, pp. 
259-260). 

The same as 
in his early book! 

How can one regard a book as 
authentic and capable of being re- 
lied upon—even if written by the 
official historian of the Southern 
3aptist Convention—when 
statements in that book have been 
repudiated by the author, under 
oath, before the book had 
come off the press? And how are 
we to understand Dr. Barnes’ 
testimony, that his latest book 
made no reference to the subjects 
which had been treated in his ear- 
ly book? Are we to believe that, 
after writing his latest 
(which must have been 
shortly before the trial), he came 
to regard certain basic statements 
in that book as untrue, and then 

so soon after changing his mind 
so completely concerning the im- 
portant statements—forgot 
pletely that he had even made any 
‘such statements? 


even 


| Louisville Lawyer Savs North 
Carolina Court Decisicn 
Wrong 
The significance of the decision 
of the North Carolina courts in 
turning over the property of that 


church to the minority has been | 


'well summarized by an attorney 
of Louisville, Kentucky, Luther 
surrus, who has written: 

“Until recently, the Baptist 
churches had always been con- 
sidered by the courts as having 
a strictly ‘congregational’ form 
of church government. However, 
in December, 1954, the Supreme 
Court of North Carolina ruled 
that the majority of the mem- 
bership of a Baptist Church in 

| that state did not have the right 
to decide such internal matters 
as the missionary programs, 
| conventions, etc., which the con- 
gregation should support 
The Supreme Court of 
Carolina has 
tist Churches in that 
masse, from the ‘congregational’ 
or independent category to the 
‘presbyterian’ or denominational 
category. Consequently, the gov- 


North 


POWER...“ 


DIVINE DESIGNER. 


‘ UPHOLDING ALL THINGS 
BY THE WORD OF HIS 
— HEB. LE 


vast difference between a giver 
and one who sacrifices. Do your 
offerings to the Lord affect your 
budget, so that you have felt a 
closer share in the ministry of 
God’s Son? Do our very lives re- 
veal sacrifice for Him? 


Many of us need to be challeng- 
ed anew with the sacrificial cross 
of Christ, to consider what we are 
offering to God and how much we 
deny ourselves for His sake. For 
it could easily be that many of us 
are giving Him only the broken 
and useless things of our lives. It 
is our prayer that 1957 may be 
filled with real joy, power, and a 
“looking for that blessed hope and 
glorious appearing of the great 
God and our Saviour Jesus Christ.” 


| Have you read the ads 


5,081": 4* WANTED 
, WORKERS 

to sell Bibles, Testaments, good books, 
handsome Scripture mottoes, Scripture 
calendars, greeting cards, Good com- 
mission, Send for free catalog and price 
list. 

George W. Noble, The Christian Co. 
Dept. 5W, Pontiac Bldg., Chicago 5, Ill. 


— 
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Two children were playing with 
a small replica of Noah’s ark they 
‘had received for Christmas—one 
that contained all sorts of toy 
‘animals. One of the children sug- 
gested:.“‘We ought to do like Noah 
when he came out of the ark, and 
built an altar, to burn an animal 
as a sacrifice to thank God.” So 
off they went to get sticks, paper, 
and stones; but as they were ready 


erning power has been taken 
from the majority of the mem- 
bership of each local Baptist 
Church in North Carolina, and 
placed in the ‘superior organiza- 
tions’ of the Southern Baptist 
denomination, viz, “The South- 
satellite agencies’ (The 
nary Review, Vol. 


had heen written) 


basic | 


book | 
rather | 


com- | 


transferred Bap- | 
State, en | 


Winter, 1956, pp. 7-8). 

The great liberal historian, 
Ernst Troeltsch, has concluded 
from his extensive research that 
every religious institution has fi- 
nally found it necessary to become 
intolerant in order to preserve it- 
self. He has said: 


tions soon found they were un- 
able to maintain and carry on 
their existence by moral force 
alone, and they were obliged to 
appeal to the civil power for 
aid. Without its help no ec- 
clesiastical system can be per- 
manent, uniform, and undivided. 
This situation cannot be 


compulsory 
conceived without the help of 
the State” (The Social Teaching 
of the Christian Church, Vol. 
II, Eng. trans., New York, The 
| Maemillan Co., 1931, p. 1008), 

| Can even Baptists, who have in- 
'sisted so strongly on religious 
| freedom, be overtaken by this fate 
|'which Troeltsch has concluded has 
\finally overtaken every religious 
‘institution? For Baptists in North 
Carolina at least, much of what 
Troeltsch had described has al- 
‘ready taken place. The power of 
the state has been resorted to— 
-and has been made available—for 
virtually forcing a church to con- 
| tinue financial support of the 
State and Southern Baptist Con- 
| ventions. 


Tennessee Baptists 
Threatened 


And now ‘Tennessee is. being 
threatened with the same situa- 
‘tion. The Memphis Commercial 
| Appeal (Nov. 13, 1956) thus refers 
‘to a church case at Evensville 
which is now before the Tennessee 
Supreme Court: 

“The majority of the church 
| members recently voted to with- 
draw from the Tennessee Valley 
Baptist Association, but the mi- 
nority took the matter to court 
| on grounds it should retain con- 
trol of the church property since 
it adheres to SBC doctrine, A 

(Continued on page 7) 
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day, as Christians, may be guilty 


' ‘N- | part of the day which is not taken | 
ern Baptist Convention,’ and its | 


Semi- | 
II, No. 2,| 


| “All the ecclesiastical institu- 


con- | 
ceived without compulsion and | 
religion cannot be /§ 


to begin their child-like ceremony, 


the other declared,“Oh wait, we 
can't burn these nice animals; 
let’s go get some of those broken 
ones we've had all year and offer 
them.” And so, there on the altar | 
were little, broken, useless ani- 
mals. 
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Seventeen years in preparation—the pro- 
duct of such toil, tears, prayer, and such 
years of Bible searching and waiting on 
God as must surely entitle it to a hearing 
among honest Christians. 
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Page Seven 


Heaven and Hell : 


(Continued from page 1) 


I can. rest? Is there no place 
where I can sit, and for once 
let these weary limbs be still? Is 
there no land where I can be 
quiet? Yes, thou son of toil and 
labor, 


“There is a happy land 
Far, far away—” 


where toil and labor are unknown. 
Beyond yon blue welkin there is 
a city fair and bright, its walls 
are jasper, and its light is brighter 
than the sun. There “the weary 
are at rest, and the wicked cease 
from troubling.” Immortal spirits 
are yonder, who never wipe sweat 
from their brow, for “they sow 
not, neither do they reap;” they 
have not to toil and labor. 


There, on a green and flowery 
mount, 
Their weary souls shall sit; 
And with transporting joys 
count 
The labors of their feet. 


Te- 


To my mind, one of the best 
views of Heaven is, that it is a 
land of rest—especially to the 
working man. Those who have not 
to work hard, think they will love 
Heaven as a place of service. That 
is very true. But to the working 
man, to the man who toils with 
his brain or with his hands, it 
must ever be a sweet thought that 
there is a land where we shall rest. 
Soon, this voice will never be 
strained again; soon, these lungs 
will never have to exert themselves 
beyond their power; soon, this 
brain shall not be racked for 
thought; but I shall sit at the 
banquet-table of God; yea, I shall 
recline on the bosom of Abraham, 
and be at ease forever. Oh! weary 
sons and daughters of Adam, you 
will not have to drive the plough- 
share into the unthankful soil in 
Heaven, you will not need to rise 
to daily toils before the sun hath 
risen, and labor still when the 
sun hath long ago gone to his 
rest; but ye shall be still, ye shall 
be quiet, ye shall rest yourselves, 
for all are rich in Heaven, all are 
happy there, all are peaceful. Toil, 
trouble, travail, and labor, are 
words that cannot be spelled in 
Heaven; they have no such things 
there, for they always rest. 


2. The Blessed Company of Heaven 


And mark the good company 
they sit with. They are to “sit 
down with Abraham, and Isaac. 
and Jacob.” Some people think 
that in Heaven we shall know no- 
body. But our text declares here, 
that we “‘shall sit down with Abra- 


| great 


to ashes.” But ye shall hear those 
loved voices again; ye shall hear 
those sweet voices once more; ye 
shall yet know that those whom ye 
loved have been loved by God. 


Would not that be a dreary 
Heaven, for us to inhabit, where 
we should be alike unknowing 
and unknown? I would not care 
to go to such a Heaven as that. 
I believe that Heaven is a fel- 
lowship of the saints, and that we 
shall know one another. there. I 
have often thought I should love 
to see Isaiah; and, as soon as I 
get to Heaven, methinks, I would 
ask for him, because he spoke 
more of Jesus Christ than all the 
rest. I am sure I should want 
to find out good George White- 
field—-he who so continually 
preached to the people, and wore 
himself out with a more than sera- 
phic zeal. 


Oh yes! we shall have choice com- 
pany in Heaven when we get there. 
There will be no distinction of 
learned and unlearned, clergy and 
laity, but we shall walk freely 
one among another; we shall feel 
that we are brethren; we shall “sit 
down with Abraham, and Isaac, 
and Jacob.” 

I have heard of a lady who was 
visited by a minister on her death- 
bed, and she said to him, “I want 
to ask you one question, now I 
am about to die.” 

“Well,” said the minister, “what 
is it?” 

“Oh!” said she, in a very af- 
fected way, “I want to know if 
there are two places in Heaven, 
because I could not bear that 
Betsy in the kitchen should be in 
Heaven along with me, she is so 
unrefined?” 

The minister turned round and 
said, “Oh! don’t trouble yourself 
about that, madam. There is no 
fear of that; for, until you get 
rid of your accursed pride, you will 
never enter Heaven at all.” 

We must all get rid of our pride. 
We must come down and stand on 
an equality in the sight of God, 
and see in every man a brother, 
before we can hope to be found 
in glory. Aye, we bless God, we 


‘thank Him that there will be no 


separate table for one and for 
another, The Jew and the Gen- 
tile will sit down together. The 
and the small shall feed 
in the same pasture, and we shail 
“sit down with Abraham, and 
Isaac, and Jacob, in the king- 
dom of heaven.” 


3. Multitudes to Be in Heaven 
But my text hath a yet greater 


ham, and Isaac, and Jacob.” Then| depth of sweetness, for it says, 
I am sure that we shall be aware!|that “many shall come and shall 


that they are Abraham, and Isaac, | sit 


down.”” Some narrow-minded 


and Jacob. I have heard of a good! bigots think that Heaven will be 
woman, who asked her husband,|}a very small place, where there 


when she was dying, “My dear, 
do you think you will know me 
when you and I get to Heaven?” 

“Shall I know you?” he said, 
“why, I have always known you 
while I have been here, and do 
you think I shall be a greater 
fool when I get to Heaven?” 


I think it was a very good an- 
swer. If we have known one.an- 
other here, we shall know one an- 
other there. I have dear depart- 
ed friends up there, and it is al- 
Ways a sweet thought to me, that 
when I shall put my foot, as I 
hope I may, upon the threshold 
of Heaven, there will come my 
sisters and brothers to clasp me 
by the hand and say, “Yes, thou 
loved one, and thou art here.” Dear 
relatives that have been separated, 
you will meet again in Heaven. 


One of you has lost a mother— 
she is gone above; and if you fol- 
low the track of Jesus, you shall 
meet her there. Methinks I see 
yet another coming to meet you 
at the door of Paradise; and 
though the ties of natural af- 
fection may be in a measitire for- 
gotten,—I may be allowed to use 
a figure—how blessed would she 
be as she turned to God, and said, 
“Here am I, and the children that 
thou hast given me.” We shall 
recognize our friends, Husband, 
you will know your wife again. 
Mother, you will know those dear 
babes of yours—you marked their 
features when they lay panting 
and gasping for breath. You know 
how ye hung over their graves 
when the cold sod was sprinkled 
over them, and it was said, “Earth 
to earth, dust to dust, and ashes 


| 


| 


will be a very few people, who 
went to their chapel or their 
church. I confess, I have no wish 
for a very small Heaven, and love 
to read in the Scriptures that 
there are many mansions in my 
Father’s house. 

How often do I hear people say, 
“Ah! straight is the gate and nar- 
row is the way, and few there be 
that find it. There will be very 
few in Heaven; there will be most 
lost.”” My friend, I differ from you. 
Do you think that Christ will let 
the Devil beat Him? that He will 
let the Devil have more in Hell 
than there will be in Heaven? God 
says, that “there will be a num- 
ber that no man can number who 
will be saved;” but he never says, 
that there will be a number that 
no man can number that will be 
lost. There will be a host beyond 
all count who will get into Hea- 
ven. 

What glad tidings for you and 
for me! for, if there are so many 
to be saved, why should not I 
be sayed? why should not you? 
why should not yon man, over 
there in the crowd, say, “Can- 
not I be one among the multi- 
tude?” And may not that poor 
woman there take heart, and say, 
“Well, if there were but half a 
dozen saved, I might fear that I 
should not be one; but, since many 
are to come, why should not I 
also be saved?’’ Cheer up, dis- 
consolate! Cheer up, son of mourn- 
ing, child of sorrow, there is hope 
for thee still! _ 

I can never know that any man 
is past God’s grace. There be a 
few that have sinned that sin 


Today 


By Lydia L. Roberts 


Today is ours—let’s live it. 

And love is strong—let’s give it. 
A song can help—let’s sing it. 
And peace is dear—let’s bring it. 


The past is gone—don’t rue it. 
Our work is here—let’s do it. 

The world is wrong—let’s right it. 
If evil comes—let’s fight it. 


The road is rough—let’s clear it. 
The future vast—don’'t fear it. 
Is faith asleep?—let’s wake it. 

Today is free—let’s take it. 
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that is unto death, and God gives 
them up; but the vast host of 
mankind are yet within the reach 
of sovereign mercy—‘“and many 
of them shall come from the east 
and from the west, and shall sit 
down in the kingdom of heaven.” 


Look at my text again, and you 
will see where these people come 
from. They are to “come from 
the east and west.” The Jews 
said that they would all come 
from Palestine, every one of them, 
every man, woman, and child; that 
there would not be one in Heaven 
that was not a Jew. And the Phari- 
sees thought that, if they were not 
all Pharisees, they could not be 
saved. But Jesus Christ said, there 
will be many that will come from 
the east and from the west. There 
will be a multitude from that far- 
off land of China, for God is doing a 
great work there, and we hope that 
the Gospel will yet be victorious in 
that land. There will be a multi- 


tude from this western land of | 
England, from the western coun- | 


try beyond the sea in America, 
and from the south in Australia, 
and from the north in Canada, 
Siberia, and Russia. From the ut- 
termost parts of the earth there 
shall come many to sit down in 
the kingdom of God. 


But I do not think this text is 
to be understood so much geo- 
graphically as spiritually. When it 
says that they “shall come from 
the east and west,” I think it does 
not refer to nations particularly, 
but to different kinds of people. 
Now, “the east and the west” 


(Continued on page 8) 


The Independence and.. . 


(Continued from page 6) 


Chancery Court decision favor-| herein evidently is to be found 
ed the minority. The majority | the reason for the Christian Cen- 
appealed to the state Supreme | tury’s jubilation over the Rocky 
Court. A similar case has come | Mount decision; it would seem 
up at the Pikeville, Tenn., Bap-| that this destruction of congrega- 
tist Church.” tional autonomy was regarded as 
And as it was in Norty Carolina, | helping to clear the way for bring- 
there are denominational leaders |ing Southern Baptists into the 
who are siding with the minority. | orbit of the National Council of 
The article in the Commercial , Churches. 


* . | . * . * 
Appeal which has just been re-| In a discerning historical study 
ferred to goes on to state: 


of certain phases of the Southern 
“The Rev. John Hispher of | Baptist Convention, accepted as a 
Dayton, Tenn., associational | doctoral dissertation by Columbia 
missionary of the Tennessee Val-| University a few years ago, there 
ley Baptist Association, said | was given this characterization of 
Tennessee Southern saptists | the course of the Convention in 
can't afford to lose the Evens-| the first half of this century: 
ville case. | “The first half of the twenti- 
“If we do, there's no telling| eth century produced a move- 
how many other pastors may/| ment from the Convention agen- 
come in like that man at Fvens- cies with their over-all view to 
ville did and refuse to co-oper-| the last Baptist church” (E. C. 
ate with the state convention.’ ”’ Magruder, A Historical Study of 
But is it not a very evident sign the Educational Agencies of the 
of weakness when the denomina-| Southern Baptist 


Convention: 


tional leadership has come to feel 1845-1945, New York, Bureau of 
that the conventions’ program will| Publication: Teachers College, 
be seriously disrupted if Baptist} Columbia University, 1951, p. 
churches are allowed to exercise; 138). 


their traditional Baptist freedom?| ‘That is the Convention hac pro- 


| jected a program which has more 
. . } and more reached out to direct the 
mends North Carolina policies of the very last church 
Court affiliated with it. The writer of 
It is instructive to note how the| the above statement went on to 
Christian Century, advocate of the | 58y: 
National Council of Churches, re- 
joiced over the decision of the’ 
courts in the North Rocky Mount 
Church case. That publication de- 
scribed the courts as concluding 
‘that “a given congregation is re- 
lated to other congregations, and 
the general behavior affords a 
standard by which the conduct of 
a particular group may be judg- 
ed.”” And the court decision was 
given this appraisal: 


“All: this is tremendously 


“Christian Century” Com- 


“This movement, it would ap- 
pear, now stands in need of the 
counterbalance of a similar 
movement, this time from the 
local Baptist church which ‘un- 
der God’ has experienced a new 
birth of freedom to the last 
Convention agency” (p. 138). 


If our people can be brought to 
re-discover and re-affirm our tra- 
ditional Baptist principle of the 
autonomy and independence of the 
local church, then we can expect 

heartening. It reveals that the | that the local church “under God” 

Southern Baptists are not after | Will experience such a new. birth 

all very different from _| of freedom as will set in motion 

other Christian denominations” | this needed countermovement—a 

(Jan. 5, 1955). |countermovement that will so re- 

If Southern Baptists really do| direct the trend of things away 
not have a distinctive doctrinal |from the ecclesiastical, organiza- 
position, then we really have no, tional emphasis as to be felt with- 
excuse for maintaining our separ- in the “last convention agency.”’ 
jate denominational existence. And — The End — 
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Page Eight 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


Friday, March 22, 1957 


Heaven 


(Continued from page 7) 


signify those who are the very 
farthest off from religion; yet 
many of them will be saved and 
get to Heaven, There is a class 
of persons who will always be 
looked upon as hopeless. Many a 
time have I heard a man or wom- 
an say of such a one, “He cannot 


be saved: he is too abandoned. | 


and Hell 


getting all the rabble of London 
around me. God bless the rabble! 
God save “‘the rabble!” then say I. 
But, suppose they are “the rabble,” 
who need the Gospel more than 
they do? Who require to have 
Christ preached to them more than 
they do? We have lots of those 
who preach to ladies and gentle- 


What is he good for? Ask him to|™e", and we want some one to 
go to a place of worship—he was | preach to the rabble in these de- 


drunk on Saturday night. What 


| generate days. Oh! here is comfort 


would be the use of reasoning with | '°T me, for many of the rabble are 


him? There is no hope for him. 
He is a hardened fellow. See what 
he has done these many years. 
What good will it be to speak to 
him?” 


Now, hear this, ye who think 
your fellows worse than yourselves 
—ye who condemn others, where- 
as ye are often just as guilty: Je- 
sus Christ says, “many shall come 
from the east and west.” There 
will be many in Heaven that were 


drunkards once, I believe, among | 
that blood-bought throng, there are | 


many who reeled in and out the 
tavern half their lifetime. But, by 
the power of divine grace, they 
were able to dash the liquor-cup 
to the ground. They renounced the 


riot of intoxication—fled away 
from it—and served God. Yes! 
There will be many in Heaven. 


who were drunkards on earth. 
There will be many harlots: some 
of the most abandoned will be 
found there. 


You remember the _ story of 
Whitefield’s once saying, that 
there would be some in Heaven 


who were “the Devil’s castaways; [beyond God’s mercy. 


to come from the east and from 
the west. 


Oh! what would you think if 
you were to see the difference be- 
tween some that are in Heaven 
and some that shall be there? 
There might be found one whose 
‘hair hangs across his eyes, his 
| locks are matted, he looks horri- 
'ble, his bloated eyes start from 
his face, he grins almost like an 
|idiot, he has drunk away his very 
| brain until life seems to have de- 
parted, so far as sense and being 
are concerned; yet I would tell 
'to you, “that man is capable of 
salvation”—and in a few years I 
might say “look up yonder;” see 
you that bright star? discern you 
that man with a crown of pure 
gold upon his head? do you notice 
that being clad in robes of sapphire 
and in garments of light? That is 
the self-same man who sat there 
a poor, benighted, almost idiotic 
being; yet sovereign grace and 
mercy have saved him! 

There are none, except those, as 
I have said before, who have sin- 


ned the unpardonable sin, who are 
Fetch me 


some that the Devil would hard-| out the worst, and still I would 


ly think good enough for him, and 
yet whom Christ would save. Lady 
Huntingdon once. gently 


preach the Gospel to them; fetch 
me out the vilest, still I would 


hinted | preach to them, because I recol- 


that such language was not quite | lect my Master said, “Go ye out 


proper. But, just at the time, | 


there happened to be heard a ring 


downstairs. Afterwards he came up 
and said, “Your ladyship, what 
do you think a poor woman had 
to say to me just now? She was 
a sad profligate, and she said, ‘O, 
Mr. Whitefield, when you were 
preaching, you told us that Christ 
would take in the Devil’s casta- 
ways, and I am one of them,’ ” 
and that was the means of her sal- 
vation. 


Shall anybody ever check us 
from preaching to the lowest of 
the low? I have been accused of 
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into the highways and hedges, and 


ae compel them to come in, that my 
at the bell, and Whitefield went. 


house may be filled.” “Many shall 
come from the east and west, 
and shall sit down with Abraham, 
and Isaac, and Jacob, in the king- 
dom of heaven.” 


4. God’s Loving Insistence Will 
Save Many Who Now 
Reject 

There is one more word I must 
notice before I have done with 
this sweet portion—that is the 
word “shall.” Oh! I love God’s 
“shalls” and “wills.” There is noth- 
ing comparable to them. Let a 
man say “shall,” what is it good 
for? “I will,” says man, and he 
never performs; “I shall,” says he, 
and he breaks his promise. But it 
is never so with God’s “shalls.” 
If He says “shall,” it shall be; 
when He says “will,” it will be. 
Now He has said here, “many shall 
come.” The Devil says “they shall 
not come;” but “they shall come.” 
Their sins say “you can’t come;” 
God says “you shall come.” You, 
yourselves, say, “you won’t come;” 
God says “you shall come.” Yes! 
there are some here who are 
laughing at salvation, who can 


scoff at Christ and mock at the 


Gospel; but I tell you some of you 
shall come. yet. 

“What!” you say, “can God make 
me become a Christian?” I tell 
you yes, for herein rests the pow- 
er of the Gospel. It does not, 
ask your consent; but it gets it. 
It does not say, Will you have it? 
but it makes you willing in the day 
of God’s power. Not against your 
will, but it makes you willing. It 
shows you its value, and then you 
fall in love with it; and straight- 
way you run after it and have it. 
Many people have said, “we will 
not have anything to do with reli- 
gion,” yet they have been con- 
verted. 

I have heard of a man who once 
went to chapel to hear the singing, 
and as soon as the minister began 
to preach, he put his fingers in 
his ears and would not listen. But 
by-and-by some tiny insect settled 
on his face, so that he was obliged 
to take one finger out of his ears 
to brush it away. Just then the 
minister said, “he that hath ears 
to hear let him hear.” The man 
listened; and God met with him 
at that moment to his soul’s con- 
version. He went out a new man, a 
changed character. He who came 
in to laugh retired to pray; he 
who came in to mock went out 
to bend his knee in penitence; he 
who entered to spend an idle hour 
went home to spend an hour in de- 
votion with his God. The sinner 
became a saint; the profligate be- 
came a penitent. 


Who knows that there may not 
be some like that here? The Gos- 
pel wants not your consent, it gets 
it. It knocks the enmity out of 
your heart. You say, “I do not 
want to be saved;” Christ says 
you shall be. He makes your will 
turn round, and then you cry, 
“Lord, save, or I perish.” “Ah,” 
might Heaven exclaim, “I knew I 
would make you say that;” and 
then He rejoices over you because 
He has changed your will and 
made you willing in the day of 
His power, 

If Jesus Christ were to stand on 
this platform tonight, what would 
many people do with him? “Oh!” 
say some, “we would make Him 
a King.” I do not believe it. They 
would crucify Him again, if they 
had the opportunity. If He were 
to come and say, “Here I am, 
I love you, will you be saved by 
Me?” not one of you would con- 
sent if you were left to your will. 
If He should look upon you with 
those eyes, before whose power the 
lion would have crouched; if He 
spoke with that voice which pour- 
ed forth a cataract of eloquence 
like a stream of nectar rolling 
down from the cliffs above, not 
a single person would come to 
be His disciple. No; it wants the 
power of the Spirit to make men 
come to Jesus Christ, He Himself 
said, “No man can come to me 
except the Father who hath sent 
me draw him.” 


Ah! we want that; and here we 
have it. They shall come! they 
shall come! ye may laugh, ye may 
despise us; but Jesus Christ shall 
not die for nothing. If some of 
you reject Him, there are some 
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blue cloth binding, stamped in 


that will not, If there are some 
that are not saved, others shall 
be. Christ shall see His seed, He 
shall prolong His days, and the 
pleasure of the Lord shall prosper 
in His hands, Some think that 
Christ died, and yet, that some 
for whom He died and who trusted 
Him will be lost. I never could 
understand that doctrine. If Jesus, 
my surety, bore my griefs and car- 
ried my sorrows, I believe myself 
to be as secure as the angels in 
Heaven. God cannot ask payment 
twice. If Christ paid my debt, 
shall I have to pay it again? No. 


Free from sin I walk at large 

The Saviour‘s blood’s my full dis- 
charge; 

At His dear feet content I lay, 

A sinner saved, and homage pay. 


They shall come! They shall 
come! And naught in Heaven, nor 
on earth, nor in Hell, can stop 
them from coming. 


And now, thou chief of sinners, 
list one moment, while I call thee 
to Jesus. There is one person here 
tonight, who thinks himself the 
worst soul that ever lived. There 
is one who says to himself, “I do 
not deserve to be called to Christ, 
I am sure!” Soul! I call thee! thou 
lost, most wretched outcast, this 
night, by authority given me of 
God, I call thee to come to my 
Saviour. Some time ago, when I 
went into the County Court to see 
what they were doing, I heard a 
man’s name called out, and im- 
mediately the man said, “Make 
way! make way! they call me!” 
And up he came. Now, I call the 
chief of sinners tonight, and let 
him say, “Make way! make way, 
doubts! make way, fears! make 
way, sins! Christ calls me! And if 
Christ calls me, that is enough!” 


I'll to His gracious feet approach 
Whose sceptre mercy gives. 


Perhaps He may command me 
“Touch!” 


And then the suppliant lives. 


I can but perish if I go; 
I am resolved to try, 
For if I stay away, I know 
I must forever die. 


But, should I die with mercies 
sought, 
When I the King have tried, 


That were to die, delightful 
thought! 


As sinner never died. 


Go and try my Saviour! Go and 
try my Saviour! If He casts you 
away after you have sought Him, 
tell it in the pit that Christ would 
not hear you. But that you shall 
never be allowed to do. It would 
dishonor the mercy of the cove- 
nant for God to cast away one 
penitent sinner; and it never shall 
be while it is written, ‘“Many shall 
come from the east and west, and 
shall sit down with Abraham, and 
Isaac, and Jacob, in the kingdom 
of heaven.” 


II, But Some Will Be Cast 
Out, Missing Heaven 


The second part of my text is 
heartbreaking. I could preach with 
great delight to myself from the 
first part; but here is a dreary 
task to my soul, because there are 
gloomy words kere. But, as I have 
told you, what is written in the 
Bible must be preached, whether 
it be gloomy or cheerful. There 
are some ministers who never 
mention anything about Hell. I 
heard of a minister who once said 
to his congregation, “If you do not 
love the Lord Jesus Christ, you 
will be sent to that place which 
it is not polite to mention.” He 
ought not to have been allowed to 
preach again, I am sure, if he 
could not use plain words. 


Now, if I saw that house on fire 
over there, do you think I would 
stand and say, “I believe the op- 
eration of combustion is proceeding 
yonder?” No; I would call out, 
“Fire! fire!” and then everybody 
would know what I meant. So, if 
the Bible says, “The children of 
the kingdom shall be cast out into 
outer darkness,” am I to stand 
here and mince the matter at 
all? God forbid! We must speak 


children? I will tell you. “The 
children of the kingdom” are those 
people. who are noted for the ex- 
ternals of piety, but who have 
nothing of the internals of it. Peo- 
ple whom you will see with their 
Bibles and hymnbooks marching 
off to chapel as religiously as pos- 
sible, or going to church as de- 
voutly and demurely as they can, 
looking as sombre and serious as 
parish beadles, and fancying that 
they are quite sure to be saved, 
though their hearts are not in the 
matter; nothing but their bodies. 
These are the persons who are 
“the children of the kingdom.” 
They have no grace, no life, no 
Christ, and they shall be cast into 
utter darkness. 


2. Some Children of Godly Parents 
Will Be Cast Out 


Again, these people are the chil- 
dren of pious fathers and mothers. 


There is nothing touches a man’s 
heart, mark you, like talking a 
bout his mother. I have heard of 
a swearing sailor, whom nobody 
could manage, not even the, police, 
who was always making some dis- 
turbance wherever he went. Once 
he went into a place of worship, 
and no one could keep him still; 
but a gentleman went up and said 
to him, “Jack, you had a mother 
once.” With that the tears ran 
down his cheeks. He said, “Ha! 
bless you, sir, I had; and I brought 
her gray hairs with sorrow to the 
grave, and a pretty fellow I am 
here tonight.” He then sat down, 
quite sobered and subdued by the 
very mention of his mother. 


Ah, and there are some of you, 
“children of the kingdom,” who can 
remember your mothers. Your 
mother took you on her knee and 
taught you early to pray; your 
father tutored you in the ways of 
godliness. And yet you are here 
tonight, without grace in your 
heart—without hope of Heaven. 
You are going downwards towards 
Hell as fast as your feet can Car- 
ry you. There are some of you 
who have broken your poor moth- 
er’s heart. Oh! if I could tell 
you what she has suffered for you 
when you have at night been in- 
dulging in your sin. 


Do you know what your guilt 
will be, ye “children of the king- 
dom,” if ve perish after a pious 
mother’s prayers and tears have 
fallen upon you? I can conceive 
of no one entering Hell with a 
worse grace than the man who 
goes there with drops of his moth- 
er’s tears on his head, and with 
his father’s prayers following him 
at his heels. Some of you will in- 
evitably endure this doom; some 
of you, young men and women, 
shall wake up one day and find 
yourselves in utter darkness, while 
your parents shall be up there in 
Heaven, looking down upon you 
with upbraiding eyes, seeming to 
say, “What! after all we did for 
you, all we said, are ye come 
to this?” 


“Children of the kingdom!” do 
not think that a pious mother 
can save you. Do not think, be- 
cause your father was a member 
of such-and-such a church, that 
his godliness will save you. I can 
suppose some one standing at 
Heaven’s gate, and demanding, 
“Let me in! Let me in!” What for? 
“Because my mother is in there.” 
Your mother had nothing to do 
with you. If she was holy, she was 
holy for herself; if she was evil, 
she was evil for herself. “But my 
grandfather prayed for me!” That 
is no use: did you pray for your- 
self? “No, I did not.’”’ Then grand- 
father’s prayers, and grandmoth- 
er’s prayers, and father’s and 
mother’s prayers may be piled on 
the top of one another till they 
reach the stars, but they never 
can make a 4adder for you to go to 
Heaven by. 


You must seek God for yourself; 
or rather, God must seek you. You 
must have vital experience of 
godliness in your heart, or else 
you are lost, even though all your 
friends were in Heaven. That was 
a dreadful dream which a pious 
mother once had, and told to her 
children. She thought the judg- 
ment day was come. The great 
books were opened. They all stood 
before God. And Jesus Christ said, 
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Page Nine 


Heaven and Hell 


(Continued from page 8) 


And the angel came, and said, “I 
must take the mother, she is a 
sheep: she must go to the right 
hand. The children are goats: they 
must go on to the left.” 


She thought as she went, her 
children clutched her, and said, 
“Mother, can we part? Must we 
be separated?” She then put her 
arms around them, and seemed 
to say, “My children, I would, if 
possible, take you with me.” But 
in a moment the angel touched 
her; her cheeks were dried, and 
now, overcoming natural affection, 
being rendered supernatural and 
sublime, resigned to God’s will, 
she said, “My children, I taught 
you well, I trained you up, and 
you forsook the ways of God; and 
now all I have to say is, Amen 
to your condemnation.” Thereupon 
they were snatched away, and she 
saw them in perpetual torment, 
while she was in Heaven. 


Young man, what will you 
think, when the last day comes, 
to hear Christ say, “Depart, ye 
cursed?”’ And there will be a voice 
just behind him, saying, Amen. 
And, as you inquire whence came 
the voice, you will find it was 
your mother. Or, young woman, 
when thou art cast away into ut- 
ter darkness, what will you think 
to hear a voice saying, Amen. 
And as you look, there sits your 
father, his lips still moving with 
the solemn curse. 


Ah! “children of the kingdom,” 
the penitent reprobates will en- 


were the very sting of all, to see 
ourselves cast away, when the 
chief of sinners finds salvation. 


Ill. Unconverted to Be Cast 
Into Hell 


Now list to me a little while— 
I will not detain you long—whilst 
I undertake the doleful task of 
telling you what is to become 
of these “children of the kingdom.” 
Jesus Christ says they are to be 
“cast into outer darkness where 
there is weeping and gnashing of 
teeth.” 


1, Forcibly Thrown Out 


First, notice, they are to be 
cast out. They are not said to go; 
but, when they come to Heaven's 
gates, they are to be cast out. As 
soon as hypocrites arrive at the 
gates of Heaven, Justice will say, 
“There he comes! there he comes! 
He spurned a father’s prayers, and 
mocked a mother’s tears. He has 
forced his way downward against 
all the advantages mercy has sup- 
plied. And now, there he comes. 
Gabriel, take the man.” 


The angel, binding you hand and 
foot, holds you one single moment 
over the mouth of the chasm. 
He bids you look down—down— 
down. There is no bottom; and you 
hear coming up from the abyss, 
sullen moans, and hollow groans, 
and screams of tortured ghosts. 
You quiver, your bones melt like 
wax, and your marrow quakes 
within you. Where is now thy 


ter Heaven, many of them; publi-| might? and where thy boasting 
cans and sinners will get there; re- | and bragging? Ye shriek and cry, 
penting drunkards and swearers| ye beg for mercy; but the angel, 
will be saved; but many of the | with one tremendous grasp, seizes 
“children of the kingdom” will be | you fast, and then hurls you down, 
cast out. Oh! to think that you! with the cry, “Away, away!’’ And 
who have been so well trained| down you go to the pit that is bot- 
should be lost, while many of the|tomless, and roll forever down- 
worst will be saved. It will be the | ward—downward—ne’er to find a 
Hell of hells for you to look up! restingplace for the soles of your 
and see there “poor Jack,” the! feet. Ye shall be cast out. 
= gene rene pF engraving apart The Outer Darkness of Hell 
And where are you to be cast 


pious mother are cast into Hell, 
simply because you would not be- 
lieve on the Lord Jesus Christ, 
but put His Gospel from you, and 
lived and died without it! That 


to? Ye are to be cast “into outer 
darkness;” ye are to be put in 
the place where there will be no 
hope. For, by “light,” in Scrip- 


A Mighty 


J. Harold Bryan, writes: 


Last year in their spring revival, Trinity Baptist Church of Duncan, 
Oklahoma, had as their evangelst, Dr. Oscar Wells. The pastor, Rev. 
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generation than anything else we 


ture, we understand “hope;” and 
you are to be put “into outer 
darkness,” where there is no light 
—no hope. 

Is there a man here who has 
no hope? I cannot suppose such a 
person. One of you, perhaps, says, 
“I am thirty pounds in debt, and 
shall be sold up by-and-by; but I 
have a hope that I may get a 
loan, and so escape my difficulty.” 
Says another, “My business is 
ruined, but things may take a 
turn yet—I have a hope.” Says an- 
other, “I am in great distress, but 
I hope that God will provide for 
me.” Another says, “I am fifty 
pounds in debt; I am sorry for it; 
but I will set these strong hands 
to work, and do my best to get 
out of it.” One of you thinks 
a friend is dying, but you have 
a hope that, perhaps, the -fever 
may take a turn—that he may 
yet live, 

But, in Hell, there is no hope. 
They have not even the hope of 
dying—tthe hope of being annihilat- 
ed. They are forever—forever— 
forever—lost! On every chain in 
Hell, there is written “forever.” 
In the fires, there blaze out the 
words, “forever.” Up above their 
heads, they read “forever.” Their 
eyes are galled, and their hearts 
are pained with the thought that 
it is “forever.” Oh! if I could tell 
you tonight that Hell would one 
day be burned out, and that those 
who were lost might be saved, 
there would be a jubilee in Hell at 
the very thought of it. But it can- 
not be—it is “forever” they are 
“cast into outer darkness.” 


3. “Weeping and Gnashing of 
Teeth” 


But I want to get over this as 
quickly as I can; for who can bear 
to talk thus to his fellow-crea- 
tures? What is it that the lost are 
doing? They are “weeping and 
gnashing their teeth.” Do you 
gnash your teeth now? You would 
not do it except you were in pain 
and agony. Well, in Hell there is 
always gnashing of teeth. And do 
you know why? 

There is one gnashing his teeth 
at his companion, and mutters, 
“IT was led into Hell by you; you 
led me astray, you taught me to 
drink the first time.” 


And the other gnashes his teeth 
and says, “What if I did? you 
made me worse than I should have 
been in after times.” 


There is a child who looks at 
her mother, and says, “Mother, 
you trained me up to vice.” 


And the mother gnashes her 
teeth again at the child, and says, 
“T have no pity for you, for you 
excelled me in it, and led me into 
deeper sin.” 

Fathers gnash their teeth “at 
their sons, and sons at their fath- 
ers. 

And, methinks, if there are any 
who will have to gnash their 
teeth more than others, it will be 
seducers, when they see those 
whom they have led from the 
paths of virtue, and hear them say- 
ing, “Ah! we are glad you are in 
Hell with us, you deserve it, for 
you led us here.” 

Have any of you, tonight, upon 
your consciences the fact that you 
have led others to the pit? Oh, may 
sovereign grace forgive you. “We 
have gone astray like lost sheep,” 
said David. Now a lost sheep never 
goes astray alone, if it is one of 
a flock. I lately read of a sheep 
that leaped over the parapet of 
a bridge, and was followed by ev- 
ery one of the flock. So, if one 
man goes astray, he leads others 
with him. Some of you will have 
to account for others’ sins when 
you get to Hell, as well as your 
own. Oh, what “weeping and 
gnashing of teeth” there will be in 
that pit! 


4. Old and Young Alike in Danger 
of Hell 


Now shut the black book. Who 
wants to say any more about it? 
I have warned you solemnly. I 
have told you of the wrath to 
come? The evening darkens, and 
the sun is setting. Ah! and the 
evenings darken with some of you. 
I can see grayheaded men here. 
Are your gray hairs a crown of 
glory, or a fool’s cap to you? Are 
you on the very verge of Heaven, 
or are you tottering on the brink 
of your grave, and sinking down to 
perdition? 

Let me warn you, grayheaded 
men; your evening is coming. O, 


poor, tottering grayhead, wilt thou 


take the last step into the pit? 
Let a young child step before thee, 
and beg -thee to consider. There 
is thy staff—it has nothing of 
earth to rest upon: and now, ere 
thou diest, bethink thyself this 
night; let seventy years of sin 
start up; let the ghosts of thy 
forgotten transgressjons march be- 
fore thine eyes. What wilt thou do 
with seventy wasted years to an- 
swer for—with seventy years of 
criminality to bring before God? 
God give thee grace this night to 
repent and to put thy trust in 
Jesus. 


And you, middle-aged men, are 
not safe; the evening lowers with 
you, too; you may soon die. A 
few mornings ago, I was roused 
early from my bed, by the request 
that I would hasten to see a dying 
man. I hurried off with all speed 
to see the poor creature; but, when 
I reached the house, he was dead 
—a corpse. As I stood in the room, 
I thought, “Ah! that man little 


thought he should die so soon.” 
There were his wife and children, | 
and friends—they little thought | 
he should die; for he was hale, | 
strong, and hearty but a few days | 


of your lives. If you have, where 
is it? Go and see if you have it 
anywhere in your chest at home. 
No! ye may die tomorrow. Let me 
therefore warn you by the mercy 
of God; let me speak to you as 
a brother may speak; for I love 
you, you know I do, and would 
press the matter home to your 
hearts. Oh, to be amongst the 
many who shall be accepted in 
Christ—how blessed that will be! 
and God has said that whosoever 
shall call on His name shall be 


trained and tutored, and I thought 
my sins were thus greater than 
other people’s. I cried to God to 
have mercy; and I feared that 
He would not pardon me. Month 
after month, I cried to God, and 
He did not hear me, and I knew 
not what it was to be saved. Some- 
times I was so weary of the world 
that I desired to die; but then I 
recollected that there was a worse 


world after this, and that it would 


be an ill matter to rush before 


my Maker unprepared. At times 


I wickedly thought God a most 
heartless tyrant, because He did 
not answer my prayer; and then, 
at others, I thought, “I deserve 
His displeasure; if He sends me to 
Hell, He will be just.” 


But I remember the hour when 
I stepped into a little place of 
worship, and saw a tall, thin man 
step into the pulpit: I have never 
seen him from that day, and 
probably never shall, till we meet 
in Heaven. He opened the Bible 
and read, with a feeble voice, 
“Look unto me, and be ye saved all 
the ends of the earth; for I am 
God, and beside me there is none 
else.” Ah, thought I, I am one of 


before. None of you have a lease|the ends of the earth: and then 


turning round, and fixing his gaze 
on me, as if he knew me, the min- 
ister said, “Look, look, look.” 


Why, I thought I had a great deal 
to do, but I found it was only to 
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have no heart for God now, you 


will have none then. Men do not 
get better if left alone. It is 
with them as with the garden: 
if you let it alone, and: permit 
weeds to grow, you will not ex- 
pect to find it better in six months 
—but worse. Ah! men talk as if 
they could repent when they like. 
It is the work of God to give 
us repentance. Some even say, “I 
shall turn to God on such-and-such 
a day. Ah! if you felt aright, you 
would say, “I must run to God, 
and ask Him to give me repent- 
ance now, lest I should die before 
I have found Jesus Christ, my Sav- 
iour.” 


IV. Christ, the Only Escape 
From Hell, Only Way 
to Heaven 


Now, one word in conclusion, I 
have told you of Heaven and Hell; 
what is the way, then, to escape 
from Hell and to be found in 
Heaven? I will now tell you my 
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friend in the crowd said, “Tell us 
something fresh, old fellow.’ Now 
really, in preaching ten times a| 
week, we cannot always say things 
fresh. You have heard John Gough, 
and you know he tells his tales 
over again. I have nothing but 
the old Gospel. “He that believeth 
and is baptized shall be saved.” 


There is nothing here of works. 
It does not say, “He who is a 
good man shall be saved,” but “he 
who believes and is_ baptized.” 
Well, what is it to believe? It is 
to put your trust entirely upon Je- 
sus. Poor Peter once believed, and 
Jesus Christ said to him, “Come 
on, Peter, walk to me on the wa- 
ter.” Peter went stepping along 
on the tops of the waves with- 
out sinking; but when he looked 
down at the waves, he began to 
tremble, and down he went. Now, 
poor sinner, Christ says, “Come 
on; walk on your sins; come to 
me;” and if you do, He will give 
you power. If you believe on 
Christ, you will be able to walk 
over your sins—to tread upon them 
and overcome them. 


I can remember the time when 
my sins first stared me in the face. 
I thought myself the most ac- 
cursed of all men. I had not com- 
mitted any very great open trans- 
gressions against God; but I re- 


old tale again tonight. I recollect | 
when I told it you before, a good) 
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THE SWORD OF THE LORD Friday, March 22, 1957 


Heaven and Hell 


| 3 


__ The Case of the Ten Virgins Way sce er rdconed vs one for all 


(Continued from page 1) 


two classes—professors and pos- 

sessors. Saints and sinners. The 

saved and the lost. In which class 

are you? Make sure, for “ye know 

neither the day nor the hour 

wherein the Son of man cometh.” 
Notice first, 


The SIMILARITY of the 
Ten Virgins 

In several respects they were 
similar; the ten were very much 
alike. 

They were all called virgins. 
(All were bridesmaids alike, Ed.) 
So, it would certainly seem that 
all ten of these virgins represent 
professing Christians. 
“There is a way which seemeth 
right unto a man, but the end 
thereof are the ways of death” 
(Prov. 14:12)! But, at least, they 
were similar in that they were 
all called virgins. 

Then again, they were similar 
in that all ten of them had lamps. 
They “took their lamps, and went 
forth.” Now Jesus 
as “the true Light” (John 1:9). 
And people with a Bible have a 
Book which is “a light that shineth 
in a dark place’ (II Pet. 1:19). 
God’s Word, again, is called “a 
lamp unto my feet, and a light 
unto my path” (Ps, 119:105). So, 
there is a sense in which all who 
have the Bible or the Bible mes- 
sage have some light. But in a 
very definite way do saved people 
(real Christians) become “children 
of light,” and they have, thereby, 
the indwelling Holy Spirit, holy 
oil. Jesus said to His own, “Let 
your light so shine before men, 
that they may see your good 
works, and glorify your Father 


have we not prophesied in thy 
name? and in thy name have cast 
out devils? and in thy name done 
many wonderful works? And then 
will I profess wnto them, I never 
knew you: depart from me, ye 
that work iniquity.”—Matt. 7:21- 
23. 

“Ye must be born again,” the 
Bible insists (John 3:7). Jesus said 
that to one of the most religious 
men who ever lived. Nicodemus 
was religious, refined, cultured, 
educated, upright—but lost! If 
Nicodemus needed to be born a- 
gain, then surely all the rest of 


However, | 


is spoken of 


us need to be born again. “All 
have sinned, and come short of the 
‘glory of God” (Rom. 3:23). “All 
we like sheep have gone astray” 
| (Isa, 53:6). That includes you, be- 
‘loved! And, because all are lost, 
all must be saved. 


You have probably heard it said 
| that in the final analysis there are 
only two. religions—DO and 
‘DONE, man’s religion and God’s. 
|Man depends upon what he can do 
to save him, while God insists that 
‘we depend upon what He has 
‘DONE for us when Christ died, 
“the just for the unjust, that he 

might bring us to God.” Yet multi- 
‘tudes of church members and 


; 


‘lodge members and “nice’’ people 
feel that they are all right be- 
'cause of certain things they “do.” 
| They insist that they are not very 
‘sinful and have not broken very 


many of God’s laws, 


' 


many respects, yet there was a 
vast difference between them. 


were foolish” (vs. 2). 


works for salvation when God has 
said, “Not by works of righteous- 


obedience; essential to obedience 
but not essential to salvation. How 


But how many laws do I have | 


to break to be a lawbreaker? I’m 
a lawbreaker if I break one law' 


| find 
professor discovered some three or 


How foolish of me, if I'm arrest- | 


ed for breaking one law, to stand 


Now observe 


The SEPARATION of the 
Ten Virgins 
Though they were similar in 


“Five of them were wise, and five 


How foolish to depend upon good 


ness which we have done, but ac- 
cording to his mercy he saved us” 
(Titus 3:5). How foolish to depend 
upon baptism for salvation when 
the Bible clearly teaches that bap- 
tism is an outward ordinance 
which follows salvation; an act of 


foolish to depend upon some 
church or lodge to save, when Je- 
sus plainly said, “I am the way... 
no man cometh unto the Father, 
but by me” (John 14:6)! How 
foolish to merely depend upon 
what one sincerely believes to be 
right, even if he is wrong! 

In a Christian college down 
South the students tell what once 
happened to a professor there. He 
started out to an appointment in 
a city some 150 miles away to the 
north. He got on the right high- 
way and began to drive. Now I 
don’t know what a professor 
thinks about when he is driving. 
(I don’t know what a professor 
thinks about!) I heard once about 
a professor who dreamed he was 
teaching a class and woke up to 
it was true! This southern 


four hours later that he was 150 | 
miles south of home. He had been | 
driving in the direction. | 


—— | 


(Continued from page 9) 


look. I thought I had a garment 
to spin out for myself; but I found 
that if I looked, Christ would give 
me a garment. Look, sinner, that 
is to be saved. Look unto Him, 
all ye ends of the earth, and be 
saved. 


That is what the Jews did, when 
Moses held up the brazen serpent. 
He said, “Look!” and they looked. 
The serpent might be twisting 
round them, and they might be 
nearly dead; but they simply look- 
ed, and the moment they looked, 
the serpent dropped off, and they 
were healed. Look to Jesus, sinner. 
“None but Jesus can do helpless 
sinners good.” There is a hymn 
we often sing, but which I do not 
think is quite right. It says, 


“Venture on Him, venture wholly; 
Let no other trust intrude.” 


Now, it is no venture to trust 
in Christ, not in the least; he 


who trusts in Christ is quite se- 
cure. I recollect that, when dear | 
John Hyatt was dying, Matthew 
Wilks said to him, in his usual | 
tone, “Well, John, could you trust 


your soul in the hands of Jesus | 


Christ now?” | 

“Yes,” said he, “a million! a 
million souls!” 

I am sure that every.Christian 
that has ever trusted in Christ 
can say Amen to that. Trust in 
Him; He will never deceive you. 
My blessed Master will never cast 
you away. 

I cannot speak much longer, and 
I have only to thank you for your 
kindness. I never saw so large a 
number so still and quiet. I do 


| Hell,” 


angel did of old, and put His 
hand upon you, and say, “Flee! 
flee! flee! Look to the mountain; 
look not behind thee; stay not in 
all the plain.” And may we all 
meet in Heaven at last; and there 
we shall be happy forever. 

Mr. Spurgeon added the following note 
to the published sermon: 

P. S. This sermen was watered by many 
prayers of the faithful in Zion. The preach- 
er did not intend it for publication; but 
seeing that it is now in print, he will not 
apologize for its faulty composition or 
rambling style; but instead, thereof, he 
would beg the prayers of his readers, that 
this feeble sermon may all the more exalt 
the honor of God, by the salvation of many 
who shall read it. “The excellency of the 
power is of God, and not of man.” 


Choose Heaven Today! 


You have read the blessed ser- 
mon by Charles H. Spurgeon. I 
hope you have been moved by 
God’s Spirit to consider your sin 
and its inevitable end if you do 
not repent. 


Jesus Christ is ready to savé 
you today. I beg you to turn from 
your sins, run to Jesus for mercy, 
give Him your heart and trust 
Him today to save you! 

If you will turn to Christ, take 
Him as Saviour and Lord, in earn- 
est repentance and faith today, 
please sign the following state- 
ment, copy it in a letter, and mail 
it to the editor at once. 


Evangelist John R,. Rice 


| Editor of THE Sworp OF THE LORD 
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Friday, March 22, 1957 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


Page Eleven 


The Case of the Ten Virgins 


(Continued from page 10) 


on the bottle, held it over him 
while he unscrewed the lid. Sud- 
denly, to his chagrin, he found he 
was pouring black ink all over 
himself! He was sincere, but sin- 
cerely wrong! 

“Five of them were wise, and 
five were foolish.” There was a 
vast difference in the ten virgins, 
for verse three tells us that “they 
that were foolish took their lamps, 
and took no oil with them.’ How 
foolish to expect oil-burning lamps 
to burn without oil. And how 
foolish to expect God-created 
people to live without God! 


Now, oil in the Bible is a type) 


of the Holy Spirit. 


All who are saved have the 
Holy Spirit. 
“Except a man be born ... of 


the Spirit, he cannot enter into the | 


kingdom of God.”’—John 3:5. 

“Not by works of righteousness 
which we have done, but accord- 
ing to his mercy he saved us, by 
the washing of regeneration, and 
renewing of the Holy Ghost.’— 
Titus 3:5. 


“If any man have not the SPIRIT 


of Christ, he is none of his.”— | 


Rom. 8:9! 


Many a person has the dry wick 
of head belief, but no heart change 
—no oil in the lamp. They are 
“sensual, having not the Spirit” 
(Jude 19). 

Recently in the capital city of 
a southern state a woman came to 


hear me preach the night I spoke | 
on the new birth. She told me aft- | 
erward that she was a college | 


graduate, a school teacher, and the 
teacher of a big Sunday School 
class in a downtown church, But 
she said, “If what you have 
preached from the Bible tonight 
is true, then I, myself, have never 
become a Christian.” Then and 
there she trusted Christ, prayed 
and invited Christ into her heart. 
and was gloriously saved. She had 
taught state officials and college 
professors but she, herself, had 
never been born again. She had 
had the dry wick, but no oil, pro- 
fession without possession. 

In the case of the ten virgins, 
I would have you notice, too, 


The SLUMBERING of 
the Ten 

“While the bridegroom tarried, 
they ALL slumbered and slept.”— 
vs. 5. 

The wise slept, right along with 
the foolish. I’ve often wondered 
if perhaps the foolish would not 
have had oil in their lamps if the 
wise had not been asleep too. Je- 
sus said our lamps should be trim- 
med and burning. Multitudes are 
perishing today because profes- 
sing Christians are asleep at the 


switch, taken up with our little | 


“tempests in teapots” and “much 
ado about nothing’ we let the 
world go to Hell! 


In many a church the saints 
Slumber because the pulpit slum- 
bers! Sam Jones used to say that 
“we have so many icebergs in the 
pew because of the old polar bear 
in the pulpit.” Largely it is true, 
as a British evangelist has stated, 
“This generation of preachers is 
responsible for this generation of 
sinners!” Insipid, anemic, pink tea, 
lavender-and-rosewater preaching 
has produced a generation of sin- 
ners who slumber on the brink of 
woe, even while the vast majority 
of professing Christians, too, are 
asleep in spite of the Saviour’s 
warning, “Watch.,. therefore”! 
“Most Christians” (to quote an- 
Other), “are like wheelbarrows— 
they have to be pushed!” We are 
held in the grip of the tyranny 
of things. We are slaves to trink- 
ets and travel and TV! We are 
enthralled with fashions and fads 
and fun! We let the world go on 


’ to Hell! “They all slumbered and 


slept.” 

But God thunders: 

“Awake to righteousness, and 
sin not; for some have not the 
knowledge of God: I speak this 
to your shame.’—I Cor. 15:34. 

“Woe to them that are at ease 
in Zion.”—Amos 6:1. 

Wise Solomon said, “Love not 
Sleep” (Prov. 20:13). 

But today in our churches De- 
mas: still forsakes Paul, “having 
loved this present world’; Thomas 
still doubts the Lord and must 
see for himself: and Peter (multi- 
plied a million times over) still 
follows the Lord “afar off” and 


warms his hands by the fire of 
the enemy! Shame on us! Taken 
up, ofttimes, with our denomina- 
tional daisy chains and ecclesiasti- 
cal mud pies, we let the multi- 


tudes perish for whom Christ 
died! 
Note also 
The SHOUTING That 


Took Place 


“At midnight there was a cry 
made, Behold, the bridegroom 
cometh; go ye out to meet him.” 
The midnight warning! The bride- 
groom is coming! The Saviour is 
about to appear, “Therefore be ye 
also ready: for in such an hour as 
ye think not the Son of man com- 
eth”! 


A traveling salesman, on busi- 
ness in a steel] mill town, had to 
| Stay overnight. Giant steel ham- 
‘mers operated all night, be 
out the molten steel. The earth 
shook under incessant pounding. 
The salesman couldn’t stand it. 


|had to check out of his hotel and 
go to another town to spend the 
night. But the people who lived 
there slept soundly under the 
pounding of the hammers. It seem- 


it sounded like “bread and butter.” 
They were used to it. Strangely 
enough, a few nights later some- 
thing happened to the mill ma- 
|chinery in the dead of night and 
suddenly the hammers stopped. As 
a consequence almost the whole 
| town woke up! Not beeause of the 


pounding had stopped! 

| And, what does the Bible say? 
'“Is not my word like as a fire? 
saith the Lord: and like a hammar 
| that breaketh the rock in pieces?” 
| (Jer. 23:29) The gospel hammar 
‘is pounding away today. America 
‘has become indescribably 
“churchy.” People rather like it. 
Many § sinners, 
satisfied, like to live in a communi- 
ty where the church steeple rears 
its head. We prate about how glad 
we are to have freedom of wor- 
ship—which many folk interpret to 
mean freedom from worship! We 
are like Oliver Wendell Holmes 
who said, “There is a little plant 
in the corner of my garden called 
reverence, that I like to have wa- 
tered about once a week”! There 
are churches everywhere you turn 
in our cities. Switch on the radio 
and there is Billy Graham insist- 
_ing that “this is your hour of de- 
cision”! Turn the dial and Broth- 
‘er Charles. E. Fuller is pleading 
| tenderly for you to repent and be- 
| lieve the Gospel. Turn it again and 
| you'll find the “Back to the Bible 
|Broadcast,” “The Radio Bible 
'Class” or some other good gospel 
message. It is the gospel hammer 
pounding away. Here a local pas- 
tor talks to you about your soul. 
There some layman hands you a 
gospel tract or invites you to a re- 
vival meeting. It’s that hammer 
again! But suddenly—Jesus will 
come! Born-again Christians will 
be caught: up to meet the Lord 
in the air (I Thess. 4:17)! The 


and talent. 


lectures in this volume, 


Sleep fled from him. He finally '“Not so: lest there be not enough 


‘for us and you: but go ye rather | ot’! 


| 


; 


; 


gospel-hammer pounding will have 
ceased. Soul-winning preachers 
will have gone home to their re- 
ward, (There'll be preachers ga- 
lore left behind, of course, but not 
the soul-winning, Bible-believing 
variety!) Multitudes will have a 
rude awakening. Shocked and a- 
roused at last as tribulation judg- 
ment begins to be poured out upon 
a Christ-rejecting world. Awaken- 
ed at last, not because of the 
pounding of the hammer, but be- 
cause suddenly the preaching of 
the Word will have ceased! “Awake 
thou that sleepest’” now! Tomor- 
row may be too late! 


Then comes 


The Frantic SCRAMBLING 


as the foolish say to the wise, 
“Give us of your oil; for our 
lamps are gone out” (vs. 8)! 
Now here is an _ interesting 
thing: a Christian can give light 
but not oil! I can point you to 
Jesus but I cannot save you. A 
Christian can tell you how to be 


ating | saved but he cannot share any of 


his own salvation with you. Each 
has only enough saving grace for 


ror to unsaved sinners! ty. There shall be weeping and 
When Mr. Eisenhower left the | gnashing of teeth, when ye shall 
White House one day to make a see Abraham, and Isaac, and Ja- 
little unannounced, political tour, cob, and all the prophets, in the 
knocking on doors in the residen- | kingdom of God, and you your- 
tial area, he met with all kinds | selves thrust out”?—Luke 13:24- 
of startled reactions. Women look- | 28. 
ed up in amazement to find the | Oh, the awful weeping of souls 
President of the United States who miss the coming of the Bride- 
standing on the door mat. One groom! 
woman almost let out an oath as| “Lord, Lord, open unto us”! 
she said, “O, Mr. President, if I| God warns, “My Spirit shall 
had known you were coming I sure | not always strive with man” (Gen. 
would have cleaned up today!” | 6:3)! 
And when Jesus comes, multitudes| + must have been so in the day 
of unchurched people and unsaved | of Noah. God had warned the peo- 
church people alike will cry, “O,! ple. Noah had been building the 
Lord Jesus, if I had known you | the ark and preaching repentance 
were coming so soon I sure would fora long, long time. But as many 
have cleaned up”! Well, He's spurn faithful preaching today, 
coming so you'd better clean up they spurned Noah’s warning of 
now! Get saved now! Repent and coming judgment. The fountains 
believe the Gospel now! Get ready of the great deep were broken up. 
now—for “they that were ready The clouds began to turn loose 
went with him to the marriage: tons of liquid fury. The waters 
and the door was shut”! began to rise, ankle deep, knee 
Finally, observe deep, waist deep, shoulder deep— 


The SCREAMING (Vs. 11) ‘till finally men were climbing 


trees on the tops of the highest 
“Afterward came also the other |\hills to try to escape the aveng- 


virgins, saying, Lord, Lord, open to ing waters! Near the ark you 


‘his own lamp. So the wise said.|us. But he answered and said,| could have (I’m sure) seen men 


to them that sell, and buy for 


Verily I say unto you, I know you | pounding on the sides of the big 


boat, crying, “Let us in, Noah, 
Why did not the foolish virgins | we believe you now! Noah, let us 


ed to lull them to sleep. To them | 


smug and £ “self- | 


|yourselves” (vs. 9). 
| At this crucial hour, then, the 


'wise could not help the foolish. 
There will come an hour when 
our soul-winning opportunities wil 


have ceased! Last year my wife 


sent me a clipping from the pa- | 


per while I was away in a meeting. 


'_A few blocks down from the heart 


of town an elderly man had stalled 


‘his ear on the railroad tracks. It 


pounding but because suddenly the | 


was very cold, below freezing. His 
car windows were closed. At that 


'part of town there were no gates, 


just the warning bells and blinker 
lights. As the old man puttered 
around trying to get the car start- 
ed again the warning bell began 
to clang behind him. He seemed 
not to notice at all. Finally the 
watch-man came down from his 


tower down the tracks and began 


to scream to the man to get out 


of his car. The train came. There 


was a terrible crash. When the 
police picked up the body of the 
old man they found he had neg- 
lected the one thing that morning 
that would have saved his life, 
He had been a deaf man who, that 
morning, had neglected to turn on 
his hearing aid! The warning bell 
and the cries of the watchman had 
gone unheard. Even so, these fool- 


‘ish virgins, like multitudes of fool- 


ish sinners today, had neglected 
the one thing that was most im- 
portant. They had neglected to get 
oil in their lamps. 


Then came 


The SUMMONS: 


bridegroom came; and they that 
were ready went in with him to 
the marriage: and the door was 
shut.”—vs, 10. 

One day Christ is coming! “Yet 
a little while, and he that shall 
come will come, and will not tar- 
ry” (Heb. 10:37). O, sinner, He’s 
coming! ‘Be ye therefore ready’! 
Come to Him now and be saved. 
His coming will be a thing of ter- 


|have oil in their lamps? 
| Had not the Saviour said: 
| “Strive to enter in at the strait 


| 
; 
' 


} 


in!’ But Noah could not let them 
in. He had warned them for many 
a year. Now God had shut the 


But he shall say, I tell you, I know | 


from me, all ye workers of iniqui- 


gate: for many, I say unto you, \ door. It was too late! 


| 


| | will seek to enter in, and shall not | 


On a theater marquee were 
e able. When once the master of these words: “The Damned Don't 
the house is risen up, and hath|Cry”! Don’t kid yourself! The 
shut to the door, and ye begin | damned do cry! In eternity there'll 
'to stand without, and to knock at | be ‘Weeping and wailing and 
|the door, saying, Lord, Lord, open | (Continued on page 12) 
‘unto us; and he shall answer and | 
say unto you, I know you not | 
\whence ye are: Then shall ye be- 

'gin to a, We have eaten and | ; RECORD 2Sc ' 

| * RE Featuring four beautiful organ selections 
drunk in thy presence, and thou | on 45 RPM extended play, With record you 
| has taught sted Dinar? streets. (But Gensel ool tad sfhuten Tam tee 
'they’re still unsaved, still wnre-|\to members. Rush name, address and quar- 


'pentant, still no oil in the lamps!) | ter today for your record and membership 
: | information. 
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One chapter of Evangelist Hyman 
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shows, we need a revival of believing. The faith we need 
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of the new birth. 
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Page Twelve 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


Friday, March 22, 1957 


‘Please Don’t Let Me Down’’ 


(Continued from page 1) 


it; the old jacket had hung in| God regard such people as court- 
the attic for years before she ever| eous Christians? 


knew why her sweetheart did not 
come for her. And he sadly bore} Those Who Are Blessed by 
the SWORD Should 


the burden and heat and super- 
stition and hardships of India a- Acknowledge It 
There are evangelists whose 


lone and worked with a lonely 
heart, preaching the Gospel. names and addresses THE SWORD 

Oh, the tragedies of letters €X-| or tHe Lorp keeps before the pub- 
pected that never come! lic in repeated reports of revivals 

For four years Mrs. Rice and|in THE SworpD OF THE LORD, and 
I were engaged to be married. I | yet many of these evangelists nev- 
felt I must finish my education| er send a single subscription, nev- 
and then teach a year to pay up} er praise THE SWORD OF THE LORD 
college bills while she finished her|in their meetings, never write a 
work in Baylor University, gradu-| letter of gratitude! Do you think 
ating a year after I did. But dur-| God is pleased with that kind of 


ing those four years, when we 
were apart much of the time (eight 
months in the Army, long months 
teaching in a far-off college, be- 
sides the long summers), I wrote 
her letters six times a week regu- 
larly for four years! And she, in 
return, wrote to me six days a 
week. Letters were not delivered 
on Sunday, but each week day 


brought a letter from the loved) 


one to make the waiting shorter 
and to fill the empty void of ab- 
sence. Lovers know how important 
is a letter. 

Many a father and mother wait 
with sad hearts for the letter that 
never comes from the boy or girl 
visiting in the city or off at col- 
lege, or now absorbed in their 
own little families. Sons and 
daughters ought not to neglect the 
letter back home. Surely God will 
hold sons and daughters guilty if 
they do not write regularly to ab- 
sent fathers and mothers. 


Is It Not Christian Courtesy 


| thanklessness? 

There are pastors who regularly 
‘get sermon helps out of THE 
|Sworp OF THE Lorp and use out- 
‘lines and illustrations found here, 
'who never acknowledge their in- 
'debtedness before their people, but 

instead persistently urge that none 
of their church members should 
use any part of their tithe to send 


' 


THe Lorp instead of sending it 
through this pastor’s local church 
budget! Do you think that selfish 
attitude is a proper Christian at- 
titude? 

In Galatians 6:6 we are plainly 
commanded, “Let him that is 
taught in the word communicate 
unto him that teacheth in all good 
things.” 

The word “communicate” here 
usually means “to share.” Wil- 
liams’ translation puts Galatians 
6:6 this way: “Those who are 
taught the truth should share all 
their goods with the man who 
teaches them.”’ 

Is there not a solemn duty here 


to Say Thank You? 

At Bob Jones University young | 
people are taught that to say | 
“thank you” for favors received, to| 
say “please” for favors request- | 
ed, and to answer letters promptly, 
are alike marks of Christian 
character. Letters are often a mat- 
ter of Christian duty, a matter 
of gratitude, and a proper Chris- 
tian courtesy. 

SO we beg you, will you write 
THE SWORD OF THE LORD? Your 
words may not be many. They need 
10t have finished literary form. 
The letter written with pencil and 
with words sometimes misspelled 
may be just as truly a blessing 
as the typewritten letter which 
comes on some famous letterhead. 

Do not the blessings you 
ceived through THE SWORD OF THE 
Lorp demand a letter that says 


\re- | 


commanded? Those who are bless- 
ed by THE SworD OF THE LORD 
ought to write and say so. Those 
who are taught and instructed by 
THE SWORD OF THE LorpD should 
help us to get out the Gospel by 
sending subscriptions, by helping 
with our Free Literature Fund, or 
otherwise, 


Please Don’t Disappoint the 
Editor; Write Today! 

Frankly, we want your letters. 
As editor, I need your encouraging 
words. I need to know how many 
| will pray for this work and help 
lus stand true to Christ and the 
| Bible. We need to know if you will 
stand by us in our insistence on 
soul winning and revival, in our 
defense of the faith against mod- 
ernism and false cults, in our 


; 


teaching concerning a consecrated | 


the Gospel through THE SworpD OF | 


so? Would it not be a Christian | Christian life..Won’t you pray a- 
testimony for you to write express-| pout it, and then, for ‘Jesus’ sake, 
ing thanks to God and to THE! write us today? We believe it is 
Sworp for growth in grace, for}, duty that ought to be a pleasure, 
Bible information, for stirrings of| and that surely those who love this 
heart to win souls? | work and are blessed by it will 
A young woman, arms filled| say so. 

with books, hurried from a college | 
building. A young man courteous- | 
ly stopped, opened the door for| 
her, and closed it. She passed on 
without a glance, without a word 
of thanks! Do you think she was 
a good Christian? 


Don’t Miss These Gifts! 


To encourage you to write, we 


First, for every person who writes 
and requests it, we have a copy of 


As a Southerner, reared in the' 


traditions of the gentlefolk of the 
South, I was astonished to find 
on Chicago streetcars and elevat- 
ed trains that men did not always 


Dr. Bill Rice’s new pamphlet, 
Sermons From the Saddle. Here in 
his pungent story-telling style my 
brother has brought six sermon- 
stories that you will like very 


'have made three great concessions. | 


much. They are western in style, | 


ne ee ee Oe ee 


\ 
z 
ie 


rise to give a seat to a lady. But/ and they bring great spiritual les- 
I had more sympathy for the| 
discourtesy when I found that, | 
day after day, the women to whom 
I surrendered a seat often did not | 
-give a word of thanks nor a polite 
nod. Do you think a Christian 


dogs, cigarettes, whisky barrels, 
roping a bear, etc. Young people 
will delight in them, but they are 


attracts great crowds of men to 


sons with Scriptures, from horses, | 


the same kind of preaching that | 


ought to be as discourteous and} hear Dr. Bill Rice. This beautiful | 


ungrateful as that? |pictured pamphlet printed 

Missionaries—thousands of them | browm is very attractive. You will 
—receive THE SWORD OF THE Lorp | laugh, and we would not be sur- 
through gift subscriptions sent) prised if you cry, over these ser- 
through loved ones, and friends, 
and sometimes through our Minis-| of them, collected in this pamph- 
ters and Missionary Subscription | \ 
Fund. From many of these mis-| post cards, please. And whether 
sionaries we get the most glowing|or not your letter includes any 
letters of gratitude. Likewise, | order or any gift, you may have 
thousands of pastors in the home- 'these Sermons From the Saddle 


land get THE SworpD oF THE Lorp| free for asking. But they will 
as a gift from friends and loved| not be sent unless you ask for 


them. Isn’t that a good encourage- 
ment to write? 


ones. Many of them thank God | 
that they ever thus got acquainted | 
with THe Sworp and they renew 
their subscriptions with words of 
praise. But many, many mission- 
aries and pastors never have a 
word of thanks for the sacrifice, 
for the money that came out of 
the editor’s pocket, or the pocket 
of some member of their church, 
or some unknown friend, to see 
that they were blessed! How would 


And for every retail cash sub- 
scription, book order, or gift of 
$9.00 or more we will send free 
a beautiful plastic Bible case. It is 
transparent, protects from wind 
and rain, closes with two snaps, 
has stamped in gold, “Jesus Never 
Fails.” It will hold a Bible and 
notebook or Sunday School quar- 
terly and pencil. We think you 


let, for just writing a letter. No | 


in | 


‘mons. And you may have all six | 


The Case of the Ten Virgins 


(Continued from page 11) 


gnashing of teeth’ on the part of 
those who neglected salvation! 

A professional man’s wife lost 
her mind one night in a town 
where I was pastor. She screamed 
and wailed until the whole neigh- 
borhood was awake. Her doctor 
could not be found. For hours 
she cried and screamed until peo- 
ple were ready to scream all over 
that part of town! They finally 
came and took the poor woman 
away. The next day at church 
some of my members who lived 
near her were still trembling, com- 
pletely unnerved by the wails of 
that deranged woman. And I 
thought: if just one poor woman 
losing her mind and screaming 
so can completely upset and un- 
nerve a whole neighborhood of 
people so quickly, what will HELL 
be like—where there will be noth- 
ing but the screams and wails of 
people, who, like these poor fool- 
ish virgins, had no oil in their 
lamps—were never saved!? 

Don't remain among the fool- 
ish! 

God says, “Come now, and let us 
reason together” (Isa. 1:18)! 

The Bible says, “Seek ye the 
Lord while he may be found” (Isa. 
Do 26)! 

“Now is the accepted time; be- 
hold, now is the day of salvation” 
(II Cor. 6:2)! 


There is a time, I know not when, 
A place I know not where, 


will like it very much. It sells 
regularly for $1.25, but we send 
it to you absolutely free with each 
$5.00 cash book order, subscrip- 
tion, or gift sent during March. 
Don’t miss this plastic Bible case! 
We bought one for you. 


A third incentive is that during 
March only we are offering the 
little booklet, “What Must I Do to 
Be Saved?” 24 pages, that has 
been used to win more souls, we 
Suspect, than any similar mes- 
Sage in modern times. Thousands 
have written us that they found 
Christ through this booklet. It 
has been translated into some 23 
foreign languages that we know of. 
However, we are offering only the 
English version here. You may buy 
them at half price—not $2.00 per 
hundred, but $1.00 per hundred, 
plus 15¢c for postage and packing. 
We suggest that you stock up now 
while this half-price offer con- 
tinues during Letter Month only. 


You will notice some other won- 
derful offers during Letter Month 
whereby you may save money on 
fine books, so please write us at 
once. 


Address the Sword of the Lord, 
214 West Wesley, Wheaton, IIlli- 
nois. 


Which marks the destiny of men 
To Heaven or despair, 


There is a line by us not seen, 
Which crosses every path; 

The hidden boundary between 
Gad’s patience and His wrath. 


To cross that limit is to die, 
To die, as if by stealth. 

It may not pale the beaming eye, 
Nor quench the glowing health. 


The conscience may be still at 
ease, 
The spirit light and gay. 
That which is pleasing still may 
please, 
And care be thrust away. 


But on that forehead God hath 
set 
Indelibly a mark, 
By man unseen, for man as yet, 
Is blind and in the dark, 


How long may man go on in sin, 
How long will God forbear? 
Where does hope end, and where 

begin 
The confines of despair? 


One answer from the sky is sent, 
Ye who from God depart, 
While it is yet today, repent 
And harden not your heart. 


In a Florida city I talked to a 
gray-haired old man about Christ. 
Rebellious, he insisted he needed 
no Baptist preacher coming around 
telling him how to be saved. I was 
as kind and considerate as I knew 
how to be as I patiently plead with 
him to become a Christian. Later, 
when sorrow came to his home I 
tried again to lead him to Jesus, 
but to no avail. Then one day his 
daughter called to tell me he had 
had a stroke and was under oxy- 
gen at the hospital, I visited him 
there and again plead with him for 
his soul. This time he was differ- 
ent. His attitude had changed. He 
listened attentively as I spoke to 
him through the gap in the oxygen 
tent. As I reminded him that 
Christ would save him if he but, 
then and there, committed him- 
self to Christ, I suggested that he 
let his hand slip off his knee into 
my hand to indicate that he would 
trust Christ to save him. I saw 
his fingers tighten and then relax, 
tighten and then relax—I thought 
for sure he was about to slip his 
hand into mine and invite Jesus 
into his heart. But then he stif- 
fened and said, “Not today, 
preacher, you come back to see 
me again.” 

I reminded him that he was a 
sick man and not a young man. I[ 
said, “I'll be glad to come back 
but you may not be here, sir—to- 


day is the day of salvation!” But 
he refused to yield. 

The next day I was delayed for 
some time after the morning 
broadcast, attending to previously 
made appointments. So I sent my 
assistant pastor to see the man in 
the hospital. He was later getting 
there than he intended to be. As 
I went up the hospital steps later 
my assistant was coming down, He 
was upset. He said he had talked 
to the old man about his soul, that 
the man seemed to be dying, and 
that the reply he mumbled sound- 
ed like “it’s too late.” He went 
on to his car and I ran up to the 
room of the dying man. Some of 
the family was gathered there 
waiting, some of them in tears. 
The nurse. was waiting to “draw 
the white curtain around the bed 
when he expired. There lay the 
old man, his face the sickly color 
of death, his eyes staring and 
glassy, his head drawn back, and 
the death rattle in his throat. I 
unzipped the oxygen tent and 
earnestly spoke, “Trust Jesus now, 
sir, He loves you, He died to save 
you, He’ll save you now. Just move 
your hand or nod your head to 
let us know you’re trusting Christ 
now.” But it was just like talking 
to a stonewall! He made no move. 
In a few minutes he was gone. 

One of the daughters, trying to 
choke back the tears, said to me, 
“Brother Pyle, I heard Daddy tell 
your assistant, faintly, “It’s just 
too late—it’s just too late.” 

He waited too long and the door 
was shut! 


“E00. 0.0.0.2. 0.9.2.9.9.0.0.0.0.9.9.%. 2. 
Advertisements in 
x 
_ 
+. 
. 
< 
A 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD 
are investigated and approved. * 


' 


¥¥ 


READ THE ADSI 
OOOO OOOO OC CI 


vour ENGLISH 
Holding You Back? 


Many intelligent people are actually hold- 
ing themselves back from business success 
and new friendships because they can't 
speak and write effectively. They have 
good ideas and opinions, but they “freeze 
up” in a_ social gathering—they can’t 
write a good letter—they make mistakes 
in English. Career Institute’s amazing new 
method enables you to increase your vo- 
cabulary, step making embarrassing mis- 
iakes, speed up your reading, improve 
your writing, acquire techniques of fluent 
conversation—quickly and easily, at home, 
Hundreds have successfully improved their 
English—learned the real power of words 
by low-cost home method. Send today 
for FREE booklet. No salesman will call. 


CAREER INSTITUTE, Dept. 5-4 
25 E. Jackson, Chicago 4, Ill. 


NEW PORTABLE TYPEWRITER AS 

LOW AS $54.50. New DeLuxe Postcard 
Duplicator with automatic feed, adjustable 
for size and weight of card or paper, in- 
cluding supply kit $12.75. Extra quire of 
stencils $1.35. Standard and portable type- 
writers—new and rebuilt at special price 
to Sword of the Lord readers, The Type- 
writer Specialists, 5541 S. Ashland Ave., 
Chicago 36, Ill. GRovehill 6-8100. 


THE GOD OF THE BIBLE REALLY 


From all over the world 
come letters telling how peo- 
ple have learned to pray 
through this volume, A TEXAS 
DRUGGIST, NEARLY RUINED 
BY THE WAR, READ IT WITH 
HIS WIFE AND PRAYED. HIS 
BUSINESS GAINED % OVER 
PRE-WAR YEAR, HIS PROFIT 
DOUBLED! Hundreds of pastors 
use this book for prayer 
meeting studies. 


WAS REQUIRED READING FOR 
1,000 MINISTERIAL STUDENTS 
IN BOB JONES UNIVERSITY, 


SHOWS HOW TO PRAY 
HAVE FAITH; HOW TO KNOW THE WILL OF GOD WHEN YOU PRAY. 
YOU LEARN HOW TO PRAY DEFINITELY: WHAT HINDERS PRAYER. 
THERE ARE TWO CHAPTERS ON HEALING IN ANSWER TO PRAYER, 
MIRACLES, 

THE AUTHOR'S 


TWO 
STORIES OF 
FROM AMERICA’S CHRISTIAN 


Read this thrilling testimony that 


God KS Answer Prayer! 


WITH MANY THOUSANDS, YOU, TOO, WILL THEN GLADLY BEAR WITNESS THAT 


LIVES . . . THAT JESUS CHRIST IS THE SAME 


YESTERDAY, TODAY AND FOREVER! 


PRAYER- Asking and Receiving 


By EVANGELIST JOHN R. RICE, D.D., Litt.D. 


Shows the way to the joy, the success of a life of answered prayer. 
Before you are half way through you will know why it is the most popular 
book on prayer in America, with 165,000 copies printed already, and com- 
mended by Christian leaders of all denominations. The scores of personal 
experiences make the book read like a thrilling novel. The deeply spiritual 
Bible teaching, the aiuswer to personal problems, the simple explanations, 
the profoundly practical yet scholarly approach of this Bible-believing man 
who first learned to pray himself, now shares with others what he has 
learned, will thrill your heart! 


“Lord, Teach Us 


ACCORDING 


ON THE QUESTION OF 
ANSWERS TO 


LEADERS 


Bound in royal blue cloth, 328 pages, 21 chapters. 


(Add 15c for postage and handling) 


SWORD OF THE LORD PUBLISHERS 
214 West Wesley Stree!, Wheaton, lilinois 
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TO THE SCRIPTURES: 


to Pray” 


HOW TO 


THERE ARE ABUNDANT 
PRAYERS, QUOTATIONS 


$3.00 
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